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Aboriginal Education

Taiwan’s aboriginal people are considered to be descendents
of the Austronesian people, who for centuries considered
‘life’ as their ‘classroom’. They never developed their own

writing style. They received their education using the oral

traditions of telling animalistic folk tales, tribal history and
values. Some tribes, for example within the Pinuyumayan
and Amei tribes, the education for men took place in tribal
youth houses, where older students were divided into groups
with younger students.

The elders taught the younger ones. Students learned logic or
critical thinking skills and participated in physical exercises,
combat training as well as socialization skills. Seasonal
religious ceremonies offered the aborigines opportunities to
learn how to make offerings to the spirits, ethical behavior

and proper attitude norms.
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Age of Discovery

During the 17th century of the European Age of Discovery, the Dutch

and Spanish occupied and built churches. Missionaries took on the role

of educators, teaching Aborigines the Gospel and providing them with a
practical education.

In 1627, the Dutch missionary G. Candidius arrived in Taiwan and
began the mission of romanizing the Aboriginal languages, along with
teaching the Christian dogma. By the end of the Dutch occupation,
nearly 60% of the Aborigine population had received a Dutch
education, especially more aborigine women than men.

Soon the Aborigines were using this newly acquired written form of
communication to write their own contracts, account records and
letters. This script was referred to by the Ching dynasty illiterates as
‘words of the red haired’ and literate people called *hymn book words’.
From the documents preserved at the Singang Community, known
today as the Sinshih Township, in Tainan County, we know that people
still continued to use this script until the early 19th century.

The Spanish, in northern Taiwan, conducted similar educational
practices for the Aborigines, as the Dutch. These missionaries learned
the Tamsui dialect and published a Tamsui dictionary and Tamsui
language divinity tombs were used as textbooks.
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Cap. j. fol: 1
Het H. Euangelium Hagnau ka D’lligh
na [de befchrifvinge] Matiltik ka na fafoular ti

MATTHEIL| MATTHEUS.
Het eerfte Capittel. Naunamou ¥ lbegh ki foulat, -

SMET Boeck beg | I Y
y Gellachtes  Je-
su HRISTI,
~beg  [loong  Ma- ¢

bivg | Beg foong Abyabamg. | Abraham.

2 Ahabam gewan Fla: 2 Ti Abraham ta ni-pou-alak
ac. enbe Flaac gewan Ja: | 6 Ifhacan. ti Ifaac ta ni-pou-alak
cob. enbe” Jacob ghewan | i Jakob-an. ti Jacob ta ni-pou-
Jubam / ende Gjne byoe: | alak o Juda-an, ki t='i-a-papar’ap-
g, pa tyn-da.

Enbe  FJubag ghewan 3 Ti Judas ta ni-pou-alak na
Phaves enve Zata bp WAha: | Fares-an na Zara-an-appa plouh-
may, ende Phates ghewan | koua ti Thamar-an. Ti Fares ta ni- -y
Elvom. enbe Elvom  gewan | pou-alak ti Efrom-an. Ti Efrom ta el
Hram, - ni-pou-alak ti Aram<an, }

4 @Enbe dram pgewan Q- 4 Ti Aram ta ni-pou-alak ti
minadbab, ende Aminabab | Aminadab-an. Ti Aminadab ta ni-
gewan  jRaallon. enbe JPa: | pou-alak ti Naaffon-an. Ti Naaf
allon éth‘lan Salmon, fon ta ni-pou-alak ti Salmon-an.

s @nbe  Salmon  ghe: | 5 Ti Salmon ta ni-pou-alak na
man  JBod; by mcg&h. Boés-an plouh-koua ti  Rachab-
enbe Bod; gewan Dbed by | an. Ti Boés ta ni-pou-alak na O-
Buth. ende Dbed ghewan | bed-an plouh-koua ti Ruth-an. Ti
Felle. Obed ta ni-pou-alak ti Jefle-an.

6 Enbe elle  ghewan 6 Ti Jlfire ta ni-pou-alak ti
aviy ven TKoningh. enve | Davidan ka na Mei-ffou ka Si
Madiv de Foningh gewan | bavau. Ti David ka na Meifafou
Salomon bp ve ghene bie | ta ni-pou-alak ti Salomon-an p'ouh-

Uriag A koua

Crar, L (1 i i
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2] begat Isaac ; and Isaac Jacob ; and Jacob begat Judas and his
brethren ; (3) and Judas t Phares and Zara of jors t Esrom ;
3 J_ ﬂh.?; 0 i ar bega

% Oulat ki kavouytan
J ti Jezus Curr
| sTus, ka na alak i
David, ka na alak ti

5 begat Aminadab; and Anunadab begat Naasson ;

Naasson begtS-lmm: {5) and Sdmmbngnx‘Bowumehnb;lndmeq;n Obed

Rauth ; and hadbegaljtm;{é}undjmebegatDﬂidlhelingund_lhvidthnkingbega
A

ek

R XHE B KRBT (R HERLRM)

FHERLABRRFHERTFREBLRAGHAE » K
<BE> -FHEEH FERGASHAXFRE HEL RS
Ra [HEXE] -

Language by Dutch missionaries is called the
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Confucian Education Era

From 1662-1683, during the rule of Koxinga and his family on Taiwan,
many temples were built honoring Confucius, along with schools and exams
to select the elite, in addition to courses in traditional Chinese education.
During the Ching dynasty, there were four different types of schools, the
shuyuan or schools for the literati, the yisyue or tuition free schools for the
poor, shesyue or small community schools and the local schools or shufang.
In 1685, the first Taiwan school was established, which was in honor
of Confucius. Additionally, there were 62 shuyuan providing courses in
metaphysics and the Classics, while yisyue schools provided a basic education
especially for the poor.

There were two types of sheshyue schools, one for the Han Chinese and
another for the Aborigines. Those for the Han Chinese were similar to social
clubs, while the schools for the Aborigines were more concerned with their
socialization process into the Han way of life. Shufang schools instructed
students for both spiritual enlightenment and for preparing to take the exams
for the Ching civil examination system, which was similar to our current
elementary educational system.

For students who wanted to pass the Imperial examinations, their educational
instruction included memorizing characters, tri-syllabic poetry, in addition to
instruction in the Classics and the writing of the eight-legged essay.
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The Dawn of Modern Education

By 1860, Taiwan’s harbors were open to western countries for trade,
at the same time that Christianity was making headway into Taiwan
again. Missionaries brought with them new knowledge, thus opening
up a new page in Taiwanese history for education.

One of the earliest divinity schools, on Taiwan was the Tainan
Divinity Institute, which had the first printing press, where Taiwan’
s first newspaper, the “Taiwan Prefectural City Church News’ or the
TAI-OAN-HU-SIA KAU-HOE-PO was printed.

The Presbyterian Middle School was the first middle school to be
opened on Taiwan, along with the Tamsui Girls' School. One of the
earliest institutes was the Oxford School. There was even a school for
the blind. Each one of these schools was founded by missionaries or
affiliated to other missionary organizations.

Curriculum at these schools included divinity studies, history, ethics,
astronomy, geography, animal biology, metallurgy, anatomy, health,
dissection, medicine, bedside care, music and physical exercise.
These new schools were the precursor to the Ching dynasty official
Liu Ming-Chuan’s Western Studies School. As first governor on
Taiwan, Liu ignited the modernization movement for Taiwan. His
school was established in 1888 and raught the Chinese classics,
history, English, French, German, western history, geography,
cartography, mathematics and chemistry.
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Japanese Colonization

The influence of the Japanese era on Taiwan was significant. During
this time, the Japanese instituted a western-style form of education
throughout Taiwan, along with Japanese work and life styles. This
resulted in the establishment of two different worlds. Primary
schools were divided into Elementary Schools for the Japanese, Public
Schools for the Han Chinese and Barbarian Public Schools for the
Aboriginals, each offering a different type of education. The Public
Schools used Japanese as the National Language to instruct students.
The governor instituted a rigorous program to make Japanese the
language spoken by all people. At its apex, nearly 80% of the total
population spoke Japanese however, most Taiwanese spoke their
native language of Hoklo or Hakka at home. The Japanese placed
grear importance on teaching high moral standards and conduct.
Agriculture and technical skills provided and trained midlevel
people with practical skills, while medical schools provided people
with skills that also led to their upward mobility. By 1919, higher
educational levels were established. However, local students were few
and therefore, programs for them were not well developed. Those of
higher means were able to go to Japan for further study.
In the mid-1930s, the leadership of Taiwan fell under more intense
military pressure due to the ensuing war. This situation led to the
government’s totalitarian control over education on Taiwan.
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Republic of China under Martial Law

After World War I1, the government of the Republic of China took over Taiwan
and removed all traces of the previous Japanese education system replacing it
with a system for Chinese education. The Committee for the Promotion of

Mandarin was established, thus making the Beijing dialect of Mandarin the core

for Taiwan education. Local languages were suppressed as well as the development
of local identities and customs. Martial law began in 1949 and lasted for 38
years. The standardized martial law education system’s main focus was the people’

s Kuomintang Party’s indoctrination program. Commonly taught program ideals

included “defeat the Communists, resist the Russians” and “obey leadership.” The
military was ubiquitous and military training was a part of the curriculum, which
also included Mandarin classes, history, geography and other courses, which were
related character-building, but omicced Taiwan’s historical and cultural identity.
In 1968, a nine-year program was instituted, which served as a turning point
in the development of Taiwanese education and for upgrading the population’s
educational standards. The early part of the 1960s showed the growth of technical
colleges, making them the core of Taiwanese education and by the late 1970s,
higher education had taken a significant giant leap forward contributing to the
monumental take off of Taiwan’s economic status, including its improved human
resources and technical personnel. Scholarship opportunities were offered to the
brightest students who passed the national examinations with outstanding scores,
thus allowing them to study aboard.
Studying both at National Taiwan University and famous universities in the
United States was the dreams of most Taiwanese students.
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Republic of China and
Educational Reform

With the rescinding of martial law, Taiwan experienced a new period
of freedom and creative thinking. Those striving towards educational
reform referred to this period as the “releasing of restrictions.” The
April 10, 1994 Parade (aka The 410 Parade) for educational reform
became a major turning milestone for the Taiwanese Educational
Reform Movement. Civic groups quickly organized to form the
Promotion of Teachers’ Rights Committee, the Teachers’ Alliance and
the Taiwan Professors Association. The Executive Yuan responded
by establishing the “Committee for Deliberation on Educational
Reform’, chaired by Nobel Prize winner Lee Yuan-tseh to plan the
direction of the educational reforms, while the implementation
fell under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education. Textbook
reform, a nine-year curriculum and the diversification of teachers’
training programs were key components of this program. In 2000,
there was a transfer of executive power from the Kuomintang Party
to the Democratic Progressive Party and the educational reform
focus centered towards the basic principle of education theory, which
was to concentrate on the native Taiwan history and culture. Thus,
the main theme of Taiwanese identity gradually began taking root.
Today, education is now viewed as being student centered, with
the teachers’ professionalism respected. There has been a drive to
democratize schools in Taiwan. Students have more opportunities to
express their creativity and individuality. Diversity and the multiple
cultural layers have appeared in Taiwanese education, as a result of
this approach. Taiwanese education is becoming more and more
diverse and multi-dimensional. It is difficult to avoid the growing
pains of change that accompany reform. Educational reform is a
revolution of social values and therefore doubles as an example of
cultural reform, as well. Much effort must be put into revolutionizing
our society, if we are to experience the rewards for a better society.
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