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STUDY ON CONCEALMENT OF THE SUBJECTS IN
TELLING STORIES ON TAT PICTURES

by
L1aN NI

I. INTRODUCTION

In studying the reliability and the validity of unstructured or projective tests,
much attention has been recently paid to the question of faking, falsification and
concealment. Faking and falsification may influence the result or minimize the
reliability of testing, while concealment in responses not only influences the reliability
and validity of testing, but this function itseif is aiso one of the dimensions of per-
sonality. Since 1949, in the book “Adolescent Fantasy” {an investigation of the picture
method of personality study) by Percival M. Symonds, concealment has been one of
the thirty-three themes in storymaking protocol analysis. On the case study of “John
Doe” in the book of Thematic Test Analysis by Edwin S. Shneidman, the theme of
concealment emerged though not frequently. Professor Murray, an authority of per-
sonality study and TAT tests, was in charge of assessment of officers and soldiers in
China, during World War II, and has covered the whole area of the scoring of TAT,
suggested to me a research on concealing and denial by TAT stories.

To my understanding, concealment or denial is a normal function, a kind of self-
defense mechanism. It may be done consciously or unconsciously; intentional or
non-intentional. When a subject has experienced, in the past, an inacceptable emotion
or attitude or memory, and is in dread of censure, of critism or of hurting others,
or has the feeling of guilt or shame, he denies or conceals. By the mechanism of
concealment or denial he can be satisfied of his own needs or disneeds of blame,
anxiety and/or these can be compromised with the pressure of environment. This is
one of the ways of manifestation of a subject’s personality. That is why it is an
important phase in the analysis of the TAT protocols.

II. PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is rather an experiment of method than a definite
result finding. First, I studied deeply and tkoroughly one of the dimensions of per-
sonality, concealment or denial, in the TAT story as a starting point of the study of
scoring, analysing and interpreting of TAT protocols. Second, I tried to make out
some indices for scoring of concealment, and hoped these indices would be a part of
scoring a TAT protocol. Third, I intended to be able to draw some results from
TAT for application to the work of student counseling.
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2 Study on Conceaiment of the Subjects in Telling Stories on TAT Pictures

III, PROCEDURE

The prior experiment was started by reading thirty subjects’ records of TAT
stories. At first I picked out more than fifty indices. After having consulted with
Professor Murray I deleted those where meaning was duplicated, eliminated thog
which were too general and not specific enough for revealing concealment. Aftep
ruminating and ruminating, trying and trying, I finally kept twenty-three indicey
and grouped them into five categories. '

The real experiment is using those five categories of indices, applying to six
subjects on the first ten cards. They were all normal male adolescent Harvarq
students. The tests were given, and records were taken last year, by a member of
the staff of this laboratory. Not knowing the student subjects, I am free from an:}
“Halo” effect, or any personal bias. The analysis is done “blindly” and the inter.
pretation is also done “in the dark”. That is not only a trial of the boldness of my
scientific super-ego but also of validity of the TAT cards.

1V, RESULTS

The results are presented in the following three tables.

1. General View:
From table I we find out some results in general.

Table I. Score in Different Cards

Subject: i Iv An ' Es Hél Ro | Sho [Total Avengﬁl :Z:logr: SIC“;:L
Card I 9| 61 si 8] 4| 4| 36| s0| « |
I sl ¢! ol sl ol 4| ml ss
1L 9 9 i 11 2 12 4-1 5S4 90 o
WA 5 6 S 4 11 5 36 6.0 .
V. 4 5-2| 6 6 8 0-3 29 48
VL 8 51 5 4 8 0-2 30 5.0
VIIL 3 2 2 4 9 0-1 20 33 M
VIIL 5 3 3 S 8 32 45
X 4 5 2 2 2 3 18 3.0 *
X 4 5 2 2 4 3-1 20 33 b
Total Raw Score 57| S0 45 50 75| 26 303 | 506
Exciting Emotion 0| -3 0 [ 0]-10
Obtained Score 571 47 45 50 751 16 290 | 482
Record in Lines 273 | 383 233 150 | 444|182 |1,665 218
Density of Score 2091123 § 193 | 333 | 169 88 186

A. Those indices have the function in revealing concealment and demial made
by subjects in telling stories on TAT cards. The indices have discriminability among
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the six subjects. Ro gets the highest raw score, 75; while Sho gets the lowest score,
26. The average raw score among the six subjects is 50.6.

B. Five of six subjects show the highest score on card III, except Sho. He
shows a score of 4 on card III, while his highest score is 5 on card IV. Hence, card
ML, I may say, is the best card to reveal cencealment.

C. Two subjects, Sho and An have expressed exciting emotion on card V and
card VI, Sho also on card LI, VII, VIII and X. The other four subjects do not show
any more exciting emotion than the cards deserved.

D. The score on exciting emotion is neither coincidental with nor opposite to
the score on concealment among these cards. The arousal of exciting emotion depends
upon the individuality of the subject rather than the stimulus of the card.

Subtracting the exciting score from raw score is the obtained score. Still Po gets
the highest and Sho the lowest.

9. Productivity of response in record.

If we take into consideration the quantity of response by the number of lines on
records (each line has in average 75_spaces of-fetters) we can find out from the total
ten cards, Ro is the most productive, 444 lines; while Hol, the least, 150 lines. The
average among six subjects is 278 lines.

3, Density of scores:

Those who are more productive in resoonse in general, are easily getting more
scores in any kind of dimension; concealment is not the exception. The longer the
subject makes the story, the higher score of concealment he may get. Therefore we
should investigate the denmsity of score by the ratio of number of obtaired score to
the number of lines on the records.

number of obtained score
: % 100
number of lines on record

Hol gets the highest density 33.3, e.g. 33.3 scores as average in 100 lines on
record: Sho, the least density, 8.8 scores as average in 100 lines on record. The
average of density among six subjects is 18.6 scores in 100 lines.

Density =

4, Combined score and synthetic view:

If we take all together the high raw score, the non-showing of exciting emotion,
the low productivity, the high density, the low productivity combined with high
density, the low productivity combined with Jow scere, we can have comparatively
the synthetic view (as shown on Table II) that Hol is a real concealor, An and Ro
are not really concealors, although the latter gets the highest raw score. Iv and Es
are standing near the average point. Sho, who has shown the highest exciting
emotion score, deserves further and deeper examination.

5. Proportion of approach:

From the analysis of scores in different catagories of indices as shown on table
111, some useful or interesting comparisons may be made. The average score among
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Table II.

Mood

of Manifestation

Subject:

Mood:

High Score
Exciting Emotion
Low Productivity
High Density

Low Productivity High Density

Low Productivity Low score

Synthetic View:
Real Concealing
Normal
Non-.concealing ,
Exciting Emotion

Table III. Proportion of Aporoach

Subject:

Iv

:An}Es[HolI-Ro

Sho lTotal

|Averagey

Proportion
of Approach

Index:

Reaction to task
Omission
Leveling
Correlates
Character

Total score
Approach:

Fact

Social Convention
Projection to others
Well.Balanced
Expressive
Restrictive
Impulsive
Extrovertive
Introvertive

|
|

21

17

57

18

I~ SO I ]

i
)
i
;
|
fo
|

108
22
81
14
78

303

180
37
152
23
130
50.6

1*

1-
4

leveling, 2.3 in correlates, 13.0 in characters.

six subjects in different catagories are 18 in reaction to task, 3.7 in omission, 152 in
The proportions are 6,1 plus, 5, 1

minus, and 4 plus, resvectively. Considerations can not be overlooked on those three

more frequent categories: reaction te task, leveling, and character. Ro has the

highest score on reaction to task and on character among the six subjects, the former
within his own score prooortionately higher:than the latter. Hol has the highest
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score on Jeveling among the six subjects and also high in proportion within his own
score. ‘The proportionate score of Iv and Es are nearly well balanced in these
categories. Sho shows no care about leveling or character.

The index of reaction to task is to try to reveal how the subject conceals in
dealing with facts; index of leveling is to try to reveal how the subject diminishes
the emotional potentiality and compromises with social pressure; the index of
character is to reveal how the subject projects self fantasy on the character, hero or
heroine, in the story.

The index of reaction to task may demonstrate some quality of the subject in
common with extrovertive, or intuition type; or the D, Dd in Rorschach ink-blots;
and index of character with sentiment or feeling type; and the index of leveling
with introvertive, thinking type, self control, or the F plus in Rorschach ink-blots.

V. CONCLUSION

1. From the point of view of cards—the first ten cards are all valid in revealing
concealment. If one wants to have an abreviated test for emergency use the first
six cards are the best ones. It is not advisable to use less than the first six cards.

2. From the point of view of subjects—-Hol is really the most concealing, seif-
controlled and constrictive; Es and Iv are normal and well-balanced, aithough Iv
may be more happy and Es more conservative. Ro and An are expressive and in-
telligent, An is rather rich in feeling and sentiment while Ro is inclined to intuition,
criticism, detail and idiosyncrasy. Sho is surely non-concealing, but the question
whether he is excited, emotional, impulsive, or disturbed, await checking with other
data or further and deeper investigation.

3. The resuits obtained from this experiment are consistant from different points
of view or approach. The validity will be checked by other sources or future obser-
vations.

4. Since the analysis and interpretation are based only on TAT protocols, and
the purpose of this experiment lays stress on the method rather than on the results,
the author boldly makes the report as a whip of interest and attention for future
study by herself or other students of TAT.
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