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Abstract

This study aims to examine the agenda setting phenomenon in the
mediatization of Taiwan’s twelve-year basic education policy. The
phenomenon is made explicit in the coverage of the relevant issues in mass
media for the subsequent mediating effect, which leads to arousing the
awareness of value conflicts, the advocating beliefs and arguments, and
involving the stakeholders in the debates for policy making. Two major
newspapers in Taiwan are selected, together with related policy documents,
for content analysis and discourse analysis, to examine the political
interest debate process and media’s role in policy agenda setting. Major
findings include: (1) school admission policies come before curriculum
and teaching, (2) interest debates are raised by the conflicts between values
of fairness and competition, (3) interest debates focus on the difference
integration among social justice links, and (4) interest debates focus on the
development of self-empowerment.
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