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Research on the Present Situation and Development of Traditional Sports " The Artillery
Activity Festival | of Hakka Traditional Sports in Liu-Tui Area

Chih-Hsing Huang
National Kaohsiung University of Applied Sciences

Among ethnic groups in Taiwan, around fifteen percent of the islanders here are
Hakka people, the second largest ethnic group. Inheriting Hakka spirit and culture,
Hakka traditional sports need to be preserved. The purpose of this study is to explore the
development of Artillery Activity Festival, one of the Hakka traditional sports in
Liu-Tui area. Adopting historical method and literature analysis, this study mainly
discussed Artillery Activity Festival including its development and variety. The
conclusions of this study are as follows: Artillery Activity is called Pole-Firecracker
Beating in southern Liu-Tui area. In the past, Artillery Activity was used to gather
residents to defend and fight against enemies; in addition, the residents acquired
defensive skills and physical training through the Artillery Activity. Although the
contemporary Artillery Activity does not focus on defensive skills anymore, it has great
value for folk sports used to strengthen our bodies. Nowadays, the Artillery Activity has
become one of the twelve great Hakka festivals and this activity helps preserve and pass
down Liu-Tui Hakka traditional sports and culture.

Keywords: Hakka zhuang, Army of volunteers, historical method
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