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The Dynamics of Subjectification and Semantic
Varieties

Take “TE-IRU* in Japanese as an Example

Chih Yuan Lin

Assistant Professor,Department of Applied Japanese of I-Shou University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper is an analysis on the semantics of the compound verb TE-IRU in Japanese. In pre-
vious research on the aspect of the compound verb of modern Japanese, TE-SHIMAU, TE-IRU,
and TE-OKU are usually treated as Gestalt. Taking the viewpoint of semiotics, this paper tries to
discuss the meaning of TE-IRU by subjectification of cognitive subject. The paper also discusses
the meaning of schema in the process of sujectification when verb IRU is in existence. On this
basis, the semantic meaning of TE-IRU is analyzed by way of pragmatics and metaphor.The au-
thor believes that putting the schema of TE-IRU in different contexts and revealing the semantic

dynamics of them will enable us to see more clearly the linguistic behaviors of TE-IRU.
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