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Regarding the Borderland and Beyond:
On Lu Ciyun’s “Southwest Writing”

Hu Siao-chen*

Abstract

This article focuses on the works written about China’s southwest by
the Qing scholar Lu Ciyun [ %5 to discuss how the marginal status of the
southwest region opened up a space for the contact and conflict of systems
of knowledge, aesthetic values, affective values and moral values. Notably,
writings about the southwest region flourished during the Ming-Qing period, as
frontier policies became aggressive, ethnic uprisings were frequent, geographic
knowledge developed, and the interest in travel grew and spread. Local gazetteers
were edited to aid governance, literary works were written for self-expression
and demonstration of scholarship, and anecdotes and stories were collected
to suit the needs of the commercial book market. While cross-references and
text borrowings are common, “southwest writing” is nonetheless rich and
multidimensional in both form and content. Lu Ciyun, a prolific writer active
in the early Qing, was a key figure in the development of southwest writing.
This article explores aspects of Lu’s writings about the southwest, including
his representation of the “Moon Dance” custom, his reception of the southwest
landscape and its historic dimension, and his structuring of evidence-based and

non-verifiable knowledge. Special attention is given to how Lu, by collecting and

* Hu Siao-chen is a research fellow and director of the Institute of Chinese Literature and

Philosophy at Academia Sinica.
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collaging information from various sources, dealt with the interactions between
Han Chinese and the local ethnic groups in terms of sounds, writing systems,
emotions and moral values. To conclude, this article reassesses the impetus
behind the “pursuit for extraordinariness,” a spirit that marks the late Ming
mentality, and argues that it continued to drive the literati to explore and imagine

themselves and the world far beyond the Chinese borderland.

Keywords: southwest, Lu Ciyun, Dong xi xian zhi, Xian zhi zhi yu, Bei shu xu

van, Yue feng xu jiu, moon dance, Miao literature






