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Xu Bo and His Poetry Collection

Tianchi Luomu’an Cunshi

Lawrence C. H. Yim*

Abstract

Though praised by his contemporaries, the Ming-Qing transition poet Xu
Bo (&4 (styled Yuantan 7 &}, 1590-1663?) has never been studied before.
However, a study of his poetry collection Tianchi luomu’an cunshi =-3P7% %
jé‘“‘iﬁ?%ﬁ enriches our understanding of Ming-Qing literature in several respects.
Firstly, through Xu Bo, we can better understand the dynamics of literary
production during the Ming-Qing transition: how a poet, as an agent, rose to
fame through a differentiating process, and how his name slipped from the
memory of later generations when literary tastes changed. Secondly, Xu Bo
intriguingly remained a close friend to both the Jingling School of Poetry ?ﬁ,[@i’f‘
and Yushan School of Poetry | [T, two rival camps of the day, despite being a
follower of the Jingling School in his youth and regarded by his contemporaries
as a poet of that school. Though Qian Qianyi F&F17% (1582-1664), the leader
of the Yushan School and, in a certain sense, the literary world of the time, was
the Jingling School’s fiercest critic, he nevertheless never criticized Xu Bo for
being a follower of the Jingling School, and in fact held Xu in high regard and
affection before and after the collapse of the Ming dynasty. This behooves us to
question the fairness of Qian’s criticism of the Jingling School, and to ponder

whether Xu Bo somehow embodies a way to reconcile the Yushan and Jingling

* Lawrence C. H. Yim is a research fellow of the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy at

the Academia Sinica.



256 [T AR R

Schools. Thirdly, the unavailability of Xu Bo’s poetry collections is, no doubt,
one reason for his being neglected by later critics. I recently rediscovered Xu
Bo’s Tianchi luomu’an cunshi, which contains mostly his post-Ming poems, at
Shanghai Library. With the rediscovery of the most important collection of Xu’s
poetry, perhaps it is a propitious time to revisit the poet Xu Bo of the Ming-Qing

transition.

Keywords: Ming-Qing transition, Xu Bo, Tianchi luomu’an cunshi, Qian Qianyi



