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‘ﬂ'ﬁa Heavenly Lantern (oflginally Hamed the Kung Mirg Lantert) Is a
latitern that floats up into tEe air when IIt. It was Ihvetitst during Chin s
Three Kingdom Period {  B.C.) by the brlllant tilltdry strategist kg

Ming.

Kung Ming devised It as & communicatlo 5 tool o tidy inessager
between military troops statléned inside ®ily waﬂ‘ t tro=ps outsile.
The lantern works on princlples similar to that of & ‘ot alr balloor and
may well be.the first and criginal hot alr balloon. K;‘!‘owledge of e
Heavanly Lantern Is repoted to have been passer.{i'rorn Fulier through
Art Hul and An Shl Provirites before belng Inttoducid to Talwsv during
the Tao Kuang Period of the Ching Dynasly (  E.C.),

The history of Talwan's Heavenly Lentem origlnates In the Ping Shi
Dlstrict of Taipel County Int Northerh Tatwen whera tha fitst Hedrenly
L-antern was [it and traveled skyward, The ritlal of lighting Hearanly
Lanterns irt Ping Shi has been obsetved for over 100 years and
tohtinues today as a speclal ennual svent,

According to verbal historical accounts as told by elders In ths S Fen
LIgo Area of the Pin Shl Dlstrict; duing thése Batly years of the Gilng
Dynasty, local resldents expetiencad an attack by taralditg bardits,
Most of the villagers rat dnd hid int the sutrouding hllls for safoty. After
the bandits left, the ones wha stayed behihd Used the Heavenly Lantsr

ts send up d signal Into the evening sky that It was fidally safe to i
lome,

The retum of the Villagets safely to thelr homes coliclded wlth the 15" of
Jahuary In the Luhar Caletidar, elso the dete uf the Lanterd Fastival.
Thereafter, on the same day bvery year, tesidehts of Shl Fen Llao Ared
would light Heavenly Lantarns and'send then skyward as symbols of
peace, Like thg_llghﬁng of a votive candld in the Catholic Church, tyis
Htual of lighiting'the Heavenhly Lanterns anti sehdifg ther irto the
a‘v(rarjlng sky Have cortts td symbolize a prayer and wish lo the Heavens
for Peace and prospertty.
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Twwo thousand years ago, #t Chinese politlelant Ju, Gee-Linng, used

thie principle of "Hot Balloun" to invent what's called e "Couluctus
Ldtitern ', It's used to eakry military sighs at nlght when [Us lighted
uld flowed in the wind,  After; the methotl delivered gnto the public,
[ftuple used "Confucius Latitern™ when needet (b [itss on miessapes.

Tlie early Taiwanese intnlgFants hide themselves In Uie motntitlns
whetever there are lnvidets,  The uhe's that e stunding by o the
vlllage would light the luntert Lo let them knot "H's safe to relurn!™,
tsvits also the Chitese Nesw Yeur at the thne il happeted.  Bveryone
then preeted each other with bese wishes abd reguids, Pherefore,
"Confuclus Lantern wis itlsy called the "Yyish Lanteen" ur
"Release the Sky LIght",  Su, now when its thue vf New Year apain,
It has becomte u tradition tu telease this type of light tu pray tor [reitets
And it's somtething that sotie small village woulld still to till nosw i
Tulwan,

Trentntent:

I"I'S wishes to present o Tibwinese traditional prayer for the people
it the world at the monteintt uF 2000, We will patlier people cotinfing
down at a particular clty It Thiwan,  And velease hutidreds of the
lantern and every lanternt will also be written it wishitul thoughts
I different countty's linglages in Chinese ink.

When the dark sky beltng brlghten by hundretls of lighted L teris
golng up to the sky, flickering, and flowing townrtl the aniverse, the
lyrightest hope For the Talwattese is what will be ste, *
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Project Concapt

i

In celebration of the new millsnnium, Talwan Pu blle Televislon wants
to take the lsad In prototing world pbacs In a tracitional Talwanese
method. In the midst of all the litter: of and hype of cormmatclel
actlvities during the New Year, {he lightiriy of tHe largest Heavehly
Lantern will shine as & slmpla &nd traditlotal way fo fulfill tha spiritual
heed of the Talwanese paople for petite,

Talwan Public Televlsloh wishes to hlghilght arid brortota unlque
cultural activitles of thd paople of Tatwan.

Through a very simple and symbolic activity, Taiwan Public Televislon
wants to invite all the pecple of Talwan participate In the us hering in
world peace irl the new rilllennium,

Proposed Schadule fot lighting of the Heavanly Lantern:

Date and Time: Betwest the houts of 23:00 oH Detetmber 31, 1899

&nd 01:00 of Januaty 1, 2000

. Proposed Set DeslgH:

In additlor to the 53-metet Heavenly Lantetn, llghting arid musle will
be set up to coordinatd with the over 1000 additiorial smallet
Heavenly Lantsrns, Edch Will ba engrdved with the word “PEACE" In
varlous languages (Enqllsh, Arable, Spanish, Russlan, Chinesp,
ate...) and lighted §mu taneously with the 53-rrigtet Heavenly
Lanten, At the stroke of tidnight and tawhlng of tha new
mlllennium, all the Lantsrhs wil be set afloat it the nir and travel up
Into the sky. The Lantems symbolize the Talwenese beople's praywst
to the heavens for world beace.
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Projsot Purpose

Many lives and homes wata destroyed dutitid the 821 eq thquake,
Through this project to light the largest Heavenly Lantern'ir histoty, we
wfigl_h to serid our prayer atid wish for padt ad prospetlty for the beople
i Talwan.

'Hla lighting of the Heavenly Lantern is & speclal treditlotal cultural
Gvent. Itis also an activity Uhique to Talwan,

A Heavenly Lantetn of 51 meters In diatneter was slccessfully sent
bkyward last year, This year, we are conslructing & 53 meters In
Hlamster Heavenly Lantern and attempling to send it skyward for a truly
axtraordinary achleverent,

Thtough the slmultaneous broadcast of hls event [n 60 countrlay

wotdwide, the lightlng of the 53-meter Hedverly Lantern will symbolize
the Taiwanese peaple's prayer for world pdace.

9-95
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