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Ten Thousand Volumesand Ten Thousand Miles.
The Context of “Movement” in Song Dynasty
Encyclopedias

Wu Ya-Ting*
Abstract

Language is an important medium for understanding the past. However,
since language develops and changes over time, itsusein acertain period of time
is based on circumstances particular to that time. Language cannot be eternally
unchanging. Therefore, this paper attempts to analyze terms related to

“movement” as used in the Song dynasty language context. The purpose of
this approach is twofold: first, to attempt to understand the meaning behind and
implications of the terms “movement” and “travel” asthey were used in the
Song dynasty. Second, to understand what sort of society, cultural circumstances
and trends would produce the use and work of such words.

Chinese encyclopedias(leishu) contain acollection of Chinesetradition and
knowledge (both learned and common), making their compilation and
publication worth taking note of, as they provide insight into the way people
viewed the world. An examination of the various categorical entries and their
order in Song encyclopedias reveals that change and interaction in personal
relationship resulting from movement is the main principle on which the
categorical entries are arranged. That is, these works are based on peoples’
understanding and concern for travel at thetime. In addition, this can account for

* Wu Ya-Ting is apostdocora fellow in the Department of History at National Taiwan University.
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the reason why many such workswere so common but were different in type and
purpose (both in compilation and reading) during the Song dynasty. A look at t
erms related to travel—such as “xinglu 477~ , “jilu &7~ , “youlan i## %~ ,
and “guanguang #, %~ —revealseven more concerning theviews of thetime.

This paper attempts to grasp the realm created by the interaction of
traveling/ movement with Song dynasty writing and sightseeing by analyzing
the structure of these encyclopedias, the placement of “movement”/ “travel”
within this structure, and connections between those works and the categories
related to “movement” and “travel” in these encyclopedias. It is hoped that
the mindset and thoughts of people from that era hidden in words, books,
activities, and social phenomena can be revealed through this study.

Keywords: Song dynasty, encyclopedias(leishu), movement, travel, knowledge
structure





