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The Concept of Cultivation in Zhu
X1’s “Er Nan”
from His Shiji Zhuan

Ching-chang Lin*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper discusses that although Zhu Xi evidently was dis-
satisfied with the majority of the Shi xu i3, he must have supported certain par-
ts and ideas of it. For instance, Zhu Xi opposed most of the ideas espoused in
the Shi xu, but he evidently did support the Shi xu’s system of cultivation as can
be seen by his systematizing this concept in the “Er nan” —.F chapter of the Shiji
zhuan 75848, While portraying the virtues of the imperial concubine in the
preface of “Zhounan” J& g, the work leaves out her identity. Likewise,
“Zhaonan” {7 claims that a lady should be virtuous without revealing what vir-
tues that a lady should possess. In the Shiji Zhuan's “Zhounan,” Zhu Xi indica-
tes that the imperial concubine is one of Emperor Wen’s X F-: Tai Si Kil). In
addition, this chapter’s poetry defines the concept of a ruler possessing sagely
virtue and an emperor’s humanitarian administration (neisheng waiwang [NE25
). On the other hand, Zhu Xi’s “Zhaonan” emphasizes that a lady’s virtue
stems from the cultivation of Emperor Wen’s enlightenment, while it’s poems

also contain the same meaningful concepts as those of the “Zhounan.” Thus,

*Ching-chang Lin is a research fellow in the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,
Academia Sinica.



68 LN

Zhu Xi does not digress from the Shi xu, but instead complements the concepts
of enlightenment within it.

Keywords: Shi xu # )5, Mao zhuan %1%, Zheng Jian 3} %, Shiji zhuan 3
4 1% enlightenment 244t





