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What 1s the Condition of Zhu Xi
Studies in Japan?
Kaibara Ekiken and the Establishment
of Modern Knowledge

Koyasu Nobukuni®

Abstract

With modern Western knowledge as its impetus, the formation of modern
knowledge in Japan is at an important moment, but at the same time it must take
the pre-existing body of knowledge as its premise as well. One could say that
this evolution also acts as a critical reconstruction of existing knowledge. I be-
lieve that Zhu Xi’s %% way of looking at the world represents this pre-existing
system of knowledge. Zhu Xi studies uses a “rationalized world” to keep under
control the whole cosmic order from nature to the civilized world, allowing the
“general knowledge” of East Asian Confucian circles to become feasible. This
so-called “general knowledge” has two connotations: first, to explain the com-
mon knowledge at that time and, second, to be the knowledge that society has
approached or obtained-knowledge that is both open and public. I believe that

*Koyasu Nobukuni is a professor of the International Studies at Tsukuba Women’s University in
Tokyo, Japan. The article and this abstract were originally written in Japanese by Professor Ko-
yasu and translated into Chinese by Dr. Wei-fen Chen, an assistant research fellow in the Insti-

tute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy at Academia Sinica.
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the Edo Confucianist Kaibara Ekiken H )5z (1630-1714) played a key role
in the construction of this “general knowledge.” The academic world took
Ekiken to be critical and skeptical that Zhu Xi studies was the vanguard thought.
However, in reality his criticism was not meant to confront Zhu Xi studies, but
rather to change the idea that Zhu Xi studies was privileged knowledge - to look
at it as general knowledge, thereby reconstructing it. He proceeded with his criti-
cal reconstruction efforts on Zhu Xi studies, setting a broad and common foun-

dation for Neo-Confucianism.

Keywords: modern knowledge, Zhu Xi studies, rationalized world, general
knowledge, Kaibara Ekiken B )& #% #F





