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Zhu Xi and the Southernization of the
Chinese Cultural Center:
An Interpretation of Wuyi Culture

Lingyin Gao*

Abstract

During the Tang and Song dynasties, the center of China’s politics, econ-
omy and culture slowly migrated to the Wuyi Mountain g{;5Z[[] area of Fujian,
Zhejiang and Jiangxi. While Chinese culture represents a mixture of Confu-
cianism, Buddhism and Daoism, the region near Wuyi Mountain is renown for
its Daoism.

A Daoist priest of Wuyi Palace {3, Bai Yuchan [ %M, synthesized
Daoism by espousing the Zhang Bairui’s 5k [ i (True Man of Ziyang %)
Ziyang sect as well as Zhong Liquan $ifigfif# and Lii Dongbin’s 7{[i|2{ Jindan
%)} sect, thereby combining the deities of the original northern Daoism with
Wauyijun g{72F and Huangtailao 5. K%, two of the Daoist gods of Chongyou
Temple {1{f# at Wuyi Mountain.

Chan ##, the Chinese form of Buddhism established by Huineng g, at the
start was active in Guangdong, Guangxi and Hubei. During its climax, the
wuzong qijia 115755 period, Chan spread to the Fujian, Zhejiang and Jiangxi
areas. Two-thirds of the direct and indirect founders were from the Fujian area.

Moreover, Huaihai {3k}, a Buddhist monk from Fujian, gave Chinese Buddhism

*Lingyin Gao is a professor in the Department of Philosophy at Xiamen University.
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the monastic rules of Baizhang 1 3i{# i characteristic. Toward the end of the
Northern Song dynasty, Youzuo {ji#fif;, Yangshi #ii; and other scholars from Fu-
jian returned to southern China with the new doctrine. Zhu Xi 422 lived in Wuyi
Mountain for over 50 years, where he combined the ideals of Buddhism, Daoism
and Confucianism into a comprehensive philosophical system. He synthesized
the traditional thoughts of Zhou Dunyi J&#klif, Cheng Hao F£i#, Cheng Yi £EH
and Zhang Zai 7§, forming Neo-Confucianism and bringing the doctrine of in-
ner sageliness and outer kingliness [A[E24)+. of Confucianism to a mature form.

As a result, the Wuyi Mountain area of Fujian, Zhejiang and Jiangxi has been
the center of Chinese culture since the Southern Song dynasty, and in the past
few years ancient Wuyi culture has become a popular academic subject. During
the Song and Yuan dynasties, Neo-Confucianism and Wuyi culture spread
throughout northern China and abroad, becoming the embodiment of East Asian

Civilization.

Keywords: Zhu Xi % &, Neo-Confucianism #74% %, Buddhism 1 %,
Daoism & %4, Wuyi Culture &, & XAt





