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The Beauty of Traditional Metal Crafts and Accessories

Su Shi-Hsiong

I.Foreword

The early migrants to Taiwan were mostly from the Fujian and Guangdong regions of China.
They settled as farmers and led a hard life; therefore, decorative luxuries were the last thing
in their list of necessities. From the mid-Qing Dynasty, the development of industries and
commerce brought wealth, and luxury items such as gold and silverware began to be
imported through active cross-strait trade (some collections in the Museum bear marks of
Chinese makers). Prosperity created the need for fashion accessories and crafters began to
migrate to Taiwan along the newfound opportunities. For a century, intriguing varieties in
metal crafts were developed, catering to the need for everyday living, and an expression of
the rich cultural content gave this category of creative works a significant stance in the
history of Chinese craft culture. Unfortunately, the recent prominence of Western culture has
veiled the glow of traditional silver craft. In view of which, the Kaohsiung Museum of
History (KMH) has been actively seeking out valuable collections for the aim to establish a
significant archive. I have also been commissioned to conduct relevant research and provide
the findings for publications, exhibitions, education, and further studies. Through our efforts,
a database will also be established to provide comprehensive reference for the development

of the cultural and creative Industry.

II.Methodology

Currently, there are approximately 2 0 0 items in the collection of the Kaohsiung Museum of
History (K M H). This is a sizeable collection and covers an extensive scope of varieties, as
well as history. This project is set to study the classifications, totems, techniques, materials,
and applications of metal crafts and accessories.

III.A survey on the collection of the KMH

"Accessories" are not only objects of decorative means but also symbols of prestige, power,
and, beliefs.

(I) Collection Analysis- materials

1.Gold

Gold has a rather unique luster. It is a precious metal, characterized by softness and high
malleability. Currently, there is only one item in the collection, a pair of bangles, as shown below.
(KH2001.037.033Rattan Bangles Decorated with Repousse Butterfly and Floral Patterns in Pure

Gold)
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2.Silver
Silver has malleability next to that of gold and the whitest color tone among all other metals. It is
soft and easy to work with ; therefore, it became the most commonly used metal for craft making.
In the collection of the KMH, silver also takes up the majority of the jewelry items.
(KH2001.037.001 Silver Rectangular Hairpin Repoussed with Floral Patterns)

3.Copper
Copper is far less expensive than gold and silver and has also been widely used for accessories.
But mostly, copper is alloyed with zinc or nickel (known as the white copper) or gilded with other
metal to enhance its Decorative value. (KH2004.005.022-3 Undecorated Copper Bangle)

4.Iron
Pure iron is a lustrous white metal and has the highest density and hardness among the materials
used for craft. However, iron is highly vulnerable to corrosion and rusts easily when coming into
contact with water and air. (KH2001.038.002-1 Woven Iron Thimble)

5.Precious Stones
A wide range of precious stones, including hard jade, soft jade, crystals, tourmalines, agates, etc.,
Are often set on bases of metal works. (KH2001.038.010 -5 Jade Butterfly Hairpin)

6.Tortoise Shell
This is the shell of the Hawksbill tortoise, which is characterized by yellow, brown, and black
patterns. It is generally used to make bangles, combs, rings, and other fashion accessories. The
Hawksbill tortoise is now classified as an endangered species.
(KH2001.038.001-2 Tortoise Shell Comb)

KH2001.037.033 KH2001.037.001

KH2004.005.022-3 KH2001.038.010 -5

®

(KH2001.038.002-1 KH2001.038.001-2
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7.Pearls
Pearls come in two categories- cultured and natural pearls. Pearls found on vintage jewelry are
mostly natural pearls set on metal or strung into patterns.
(KH2007.001.034 Hairpin with Strung Pearls)

8.Corals
Coral come in several bright colors, including red, pink, white, and black. Generally, coral is
carved or shaped into decorative pieces and set on metal bases or strung into patterns.
(KH2004.005.023 Red Coral Stored in Boxes)

9.Glass Art
Glass art was highly developed in the Qing Dynasty. Glass pieces used for fashion accessories
were m ostly made to mimic gemstones. (KH1997.001.001 Glass Bangle)

KH2007.001.034 KH2004.005.023 KH1997.001.001

10.Amber (Honey Amber)
Amber is fossilized crystal of pine or cypress sap. After grinding and polishing, the hardened
organic deposits turn into crystal-like stones, glowing in a bright golden-red color. Polished
Amber pieces were generally carved into ornaments or set on metal bases.
(KH2004.006.006 -2 Paper Mache Butterfly Hairpin with Amber Granules and Motmot Feather)

11.Plastics
Modern technology of polymer compounds provides a good basis for the development of faux

gemstones and jade. A variety of manmade compounds now replaces natural materials.
(KH2007.001.033 Aluminum Plastic Faux Pearl Hairpin)

KH2004.006.006 -2 KH2007.001.033
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(IT) Craft Techniques

1.Piercing
Piercing involves using a saw frame fitted with a blade to cut open
metal. A saw blade is often made from high quality tool steel, but it
is thin and brittle and therefore breaks easily. A fine blade is
required when cutting thin metal and a rougher blade for thicker
metals or less refined lines (the thinner, the easier to break). Saw

blade may also be used to refine the minute details of a design.

2.Filing
A wide range of files may be used to shape
the metals into the desired results.

3.Soldering
This is a process to join metal parts through the application of solder
(solder is another metal with similar composition as craft metal).
Cleanness and closeness of the surfaces to be joined by soldering is
very important and a flux is applied to achieve two goals- help the

solder to melt down and flow evenly into the gaps. Flux can also
prevent the formation of fire scales.

4.Drawing Wire

This is a process to turn a metal rod into wire or a
thicker wire into finer wire. The process involves
drawing a gold or silver wire through a hole on a
draw plate (the hole is larger on one side and
smaller on the other) to change the Thickness of

a wire.

5.Polishing and Buffing
A gold and silver piece pierced or cut
into shape must be polished by hand
grinding or machine buffing to reveal
its natural sheen. Hand tools or buffing

machines are used to polish the metal

surface into the desired results.

6.Riveting

This is another method to join two separate metal
parts or between metal and non-metal parts. Rivets
are sometimes integrated into the overall design of

a jewelry piece.
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7.Wirework (Filigree)

Wirework or filigree involves shaping double-strand gold or silver
wires into auspicious totems, such as dragon, phoenix, butterfly, and
floral patterns, and soldering the wire piece onto a thin sheet metal.
The fringe of the totem is often trimmed and the contour pierced
into shape. This process turns the wireworks into independent units,

and the units are then soldered on other metal backings to achieve
integrated designs.

8.Granulation

Granulation is fusing silver or gold

[@\ granules onto a metal object.

9.Chasing and Repousse

Chasing and Repousse involve punching patterns on a sheet metal
set on a pitch bowl with gravers and hammer. A piece of sheet is
laid on a bowl filled with pitch and gravers are used to define
patterns that have been traced on the sheet metal before the work
begins.

10.Engraving

Engraving is a metal carving art. A craftsman uses a chisel to carve

the surface of metal into decorative patterns. Several different
, techniques have been developed, including using a chisel and
; hammer to hammer out fine lines, holding a chisel in a slanting
= \ angle to cut a line, or chiseling the surface of the metal into broken

sections.

11.Casting

Casting involves pouring liquefied gold
or silver into a predesigned mould.
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(III) Surface Treatment

1.Gilding
The Chinese technique of gilding is achieved by cutting gold foil into fine pieces and heating the
gold pieces in a crucible. A ratio of one part gold and seven parts mercury is mixed in the crucible
and melted down into a “gold pulp” . The “gold pulp” is then spread on the surface of a metal
ware and heated up to evaporate the mercury. After the mercury is fully evaporated, the gold is
permanently fused to the metal. This process is called gilding or fire plating. This technique is
often used to give silver or copperware better prices and higher aesthetic value.
(KH2001.037.002 Gilded Silver Rectangular Hairpin with Auspicious Totems)

2.Fish Roe Pattern
The fish roe pattern is also called the pearl background. The small granule pattern is created
through chasing on metals like copper, silver, and gold by a round-headed graver and often used
as the background of designs with auspicious patterns of flowers, birds, animals, or human
figures. (KH2008.014.001 Silver Tobacco Box with Animal Totems)

3.Diancui- Motmot Feather

Among the hairpin pieces found today, the "Diancui" is the most intriguing design. "Diancui" is
also called a "feather hairpin" because the surfaces of some metal pieces are finished with feather
of a bird called the "motmot". The "motmot" has a figure highly similar to the cuckoo, but with
blue green patterns on the head and green feathers on the back. This green is reminiscent of green
jade. The diancui is a design of complex techniques. Gold or silver is cut into shape to create the
basic forms of the hairpin piece, and single or double strand (twisted) wires are then used to
create a wall around the forms. The notches within the walls are then laid with feathers that have
been cut into the desired shapes.

(KH2007.001.044 Gold Gilded Silver Hairpin with Motmot Feather and Butterfly Patterns)

4.Enamel
Enamel is a technique of applying color on a metal piece. It is a mixture of silicate compounds,
including quarts, feldspar, borax, and oxidizes, similar to the compounds of ceramic enamel,
colored glaze, and glass. The metal base enamel comes in four categories classified based on the
different craft techniques, including cloisonne, champleve, enamel painting, and plique-a-jour.
(KH2001.037.027 Silver Locket with Enamel Finish and Ruyi Deer Patterns)

5.Stone Setting
Stone setting involves setting other jewelry materials on a metal base for enhanced beauty. Many
materials, including jade, gemstones, pearls, glass, etc. have been used for setting.
(KH2009.004.048 Silver Belt Buckle with Enamel Finish, Gemstone, and Bat Totems)

6.Gold and Silver Filling
Gold and silver filling is also known as “rolled gold” or “rolled silver” . It is a technique used
to wrap precious metal onto a base of cheaper metal. The wrapped metal is polished or carved
with patterns to enhance its value. Gold filled on silver or silver filled on copper-based metal
have been widely used. (KH2001.037.032 Silver-filled Rattan Bangle with Butterfly Patterns)
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KH2001.037.002 KH2008.014.001 KH2007.001.044

KH2001.037.027 KH2009.004.048 KH2001.037.032

(IV) Decorative Totems

Decorative totems present a wide range of imageries, include concrete images of abstract concepts
or abstract images of tangible objects.
1.Expression of Multiple Meanings
(1) Metaphor
Forms, colors, or habits of certain things are used to imply a certain meaning. For examples,

the lotus represents “purity” ; mandarin ducks, “love” ;and the peony, “prestige” .

(2) Allegory
Things are used to represent certain auspicious meanings. For examples, the spider

symbolizes “luck falling from the sky” and pine/crane symbolizes longevity.

(3) Homophones
Homophones are often used to indicate auspicious meanings. For examples, the gourd, “hu
lu” , carries close homophones to fortune (fu) and prosperity (Iu) and the bat, “bian fu” to
fortune (fu).

(4) Symbols
Certain symbols have been used in the Chinese culture to indicate certain meanings. For
examples, The Chi Wu bird symbolizes the sun and hare symbolizes the moon, fish
(pronounced “yu” ) symbolizes abundance, and coins symbolize wealth.

(5) Characters
Chinese characters, such as f& (fortune), & (longevity),= (happiness), and 75 £
(auspiciousness) are often used directly as decorative totems.

2.Classification of Totems
(1) Flora
A.Pine, bamboo, plum blossom: These three plants are collectively called the “Three Friends
of the Cold Weather” , echoing the “Four Gentlemen” - plum blossom, orchid, bamboo, and
chrysanthemum. Scholars often use these four plants as analogy to the ideal attributes of men.
(KH 2001.037.031 Silver and Rattan Inlay Flora Pattern Bangle )
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B.The pine is an evergreen arbor that fights against the bitter winter ; therefore, it symbolizes
unwavering will. (KH2007.001.030 Jade Set in Silver Belt Buckle)

C.The chrysanthemum represents “leisure” . Both the pine and chrysanthemum also symbolize
longevity” ; therefore, they often appear in propitious paintings.

D.The bamboo represents * dignity” . Bamboo (pronounced “zhu” ) is also an approximate
homophone to “zhu” , meaning good wishes.

E.The plum blossom blooms in bitter winter; therefore, it represents “perseverance” , as well as a
recluse leading an ascetic life. The bamboo and plum blossom are also paired to refer to a husband
and wife. Bamboo refers to the male and plum blossom to the female. Some idioms have also
been formed from this analogy, like the “Green plum blossom and bamboo horse (a couple grew
up together)” and “Bamboo and plum blossom wish for double happiness” .

F. The orchid represents ““virtue” or “chastity” . It is also known as the “fragrance of the
virtuous” , referring to a pure and esteemed quality. (KH2007.001.046 Gilt Silver Orchid
Hairpin)

G.The cypress has a homophone meaning of “ All wishes come true” if mentioned with the
persimmon and a metaphor for longevity if mentioned with the pine. The cypress, pronounced
as “bo” ,is a close homophone of “hundred” , pronounced as “bai” ; therefore, when
mentioned with a persimmon, pronounced as “shi” (things), the combination forms an analogy
for “ Hundred things as wished” . It is sometimes mentioned with a “citrus” , which is
pronounced as “ji’ and means “luck” ,tomean “Much luck” .

H.The Lingzhi is the representative of auspicious grass. It is often used in birthday celebrations, as
well as  “pure friendship” when mentioned with the orchid. The shape of the Lingzhi resembles
the forms of the ruyi and clouds; therefore, “Lingzhi cloud” and “Lingzhiruyi” often appear
in auspicious totems. (KH2001.037.013-2 Gilt Silver Ruyi Pattern Hairpin)

KH2001.037.031

KH2007.001.046 KH2001.037.013-2
I.Vines: The most commonly seen vine patterns are Briony and Lonicera. The patterns are
characterized by wavy, extending, and curling lines. Vine patterns are used to symbolize
regenerating life (offspring) because of its extending and outreaching motion. (KH2005.012.025
Silver Repousse Floral PatternPowder Box)

J.Vines climbing up Branches: There is a wide variety of patterns, mainly vines climbing up a lotus,
peony, chrysanthemum, pomegranate, and composite bouquet designs. And all of them symbolize
“Regenerative life” or “Endless expansion of offspring” .

Wil

LEFANT T 5E i

K.Bottle Gourd: The Bottle Gourd, pronounced “hu Iu” , is a close homophone to the words
“fortune” (fu) and “prosperity” (lu). The bottom of a bottle gourd shape is often decorated
with the character of “shou” - longevity, to form a combination of three good wishes-
“fortune” , “prosperity” , and “longevity” . The bottle gourd or “hu Iu” is also a plant
with creeping leaves and abundant seeds; therefore, it is also used to symbolize the endless
extension of the family line and countless offspring. (KH2007.001.031 Silver Gourd Shape Snuff
Bottle)

KH2005.012.025 KH2007.001.031

L.Flowers for all seasons: Many different flowers, plum blossom, orchid, lotus, camellia, lily,
osmanthus, narcissus, and nandin, are also seen arranged in combination to achieve the feel of
lush bouquet. (KH2007.002.008 Lacquered Comb with Shell Inlay)

M.The Peony is also known as the “King of Flowers” or the “Flower of Fortune” ; therefore, it
symbolizes prestige and wealth. The peony represents * Eternal love with wealth” when it
appears with the Chinese bulbul bird; “ Longevity and wealth” when it appears with the

“longevity stone” and the peach blossom; “Happy couple enjoying wealth” when it appears
with the narcissus; and “full fortune and wealth” when it appears with ten coins. It is often
made into combination with a basket of other flowers to form a “ Bouquet of Fortune”
(KH2001.037.012 Silver with Feather Inlay Floral Pattern Hairpin)

KH2007.002.008 KH2001.037.012

N.The Day Lily is said to be a blessing for male child. It is also a symbol for “mother” .

0.The Cockscomb symbolizes “crowning” ; therefore, it is a blessing for success. The cockscomb

«

is also mentioned with a rooster to express the meaning of “Soaring to the top of career” or
Success in both career and wealth” .

P. The Lotus, pronounced as “lian” | "nian" or “he” , is a word often used to express the
connotation of “continuousness” , “year’ , “harmony~ ,and “togetherness” . Commonly
used idioms often express the meanings of “ High fertility” (multiple seeds), * Serial

promotion ~ (standing out), and occasionally “Auspiciousness” . (KH2001.037.021 Gilt Silver
Lotus and Boys' Ear Dangles)

Q.The Pomegranate is seen in Chinese culture as a symbol for high fertility because of the abundant
seeds inside of the fruit. (KH2007.001.037 Silver Pomegranate and Ruyi Pattern Hairpin)
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KH2001.037.021 KH2007.001.037

R.The Bergamot has a shape like the palms of a human; therefore, it is called the “Buddha Hand”
citrus in Chinese. Because of this association, images of the Bergamot are often used to
expressions of the “Three wishes” - fortune, prosperity, and longevity. (KH2009.004.040 Silver
Ornament Pieces with “Fu” and “Lu” Characters)

S.The Date, Chestnut, Lychee, dried Longgan, Peanut, and Melon Seed are common items in the
assorted dried fruits often used in weddings. Since most of the items are fruits and seeds, they are
commonly used to symbolize fertility. Most of the auspicious analogies in this category have been
derived from the homophones. Commonly seen idioms include “May you be blessed with a son
soon” ( “dates” pronounced as “zao” - a homophone for “early” and dried Longgan
pronounced as “ gui” - a homophone to “ precious” ). Dates (pronounced as “zao ), a
homophone to “early” , and chestnut (pronounced as “1i” ), a homophone to “bring on” ,
express the meaning of “Bringing a child soon” . (KH2009.004.037 Silver “Carp Jumps Over
the Dragon Gate” Pattern Waist Ornament)

KH2009.004.040

KH2009.004.037

T.Grapes mean an extended and regenerative life. Auspicious totems of grapes often refer to “fertility” .

U.The Peach is the symbol for longevity and blessing for sons. It is also an emblem for warding off
the evil spirits. It is a magical fruit that appeared in the birthday celebrations of the old fairy ories.

V.The orange and citrus represents ° auspiciousness’ and related totems are often used in
auspicious events, such as weddings. The association comes from homophones.

W.The word for pineapple (pronounced as “wong lai” ) is a homophone for “Good fortune
coming” in the Hokkien language. It is a widely symbol for auspicious blessing in Taiwan.

X.Melons, especially melons with creeping leaves, are used to symbolize extension of life. A harvest

of melons represent “joy”
Y.Persimmons (pronounced as “shi” ) are often used to express good luck in everything (shi shi ru yi).

Z.Water Chestnuts are used to express cleverness” .
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(2) Beasts

A.The Lion is a commonly seen totem used as an emblem for warding off evil spirits and a symbol of
propitious blessings. Images of two lions, a larger and a smaller, refer to “ Passing down good
values” . Most totems bearing images of lions and lion balls are generally recognized as good luck
charms. Especially, the image of the lion ball has been turned into abstract patterns, and referred to

as the “Lion ball silk” or “Lion ball pattern” . The word for lion ( “shi” ) is also a homophone

to teacher, and ball ( “qiu” ) a homophone to a quest; therefore, image of a lion with a ball
represents success and prestige. (KH2001.037.014 Silver Lion Button and Basket Pattern Waist

Ornament)

B.The Tiger is seen to have the combined nature of a beast, humanity, and divinity; therefore, totems
of tigers are often used as an emblem for warding off evil spirits. The Tiger God is an accomp
anying deity to the God of Medicine and the God of Land, as well as a guardian over the children.
Therefore, images of tigers are often found on children's attires, like a tiger hat, tiger shoes,

and tiger pillow. These represent good wishes for health.

C.The Hare represents the “moon” in Chinese culture and related images often portray its gentle
temper and agility. In some areas, it represents high fertility longevity, and wealth.

9

=

KH2001.037.014

D.The word for deer ( “Iu” ) is a homophone with “prosperity” . In Chinese mythology, the deer is
often portrayed as a fairy beast with long life. Images of a deer with a bat means “ Fortune and
prosperity” and one hundred deer means “ Endless prosperity” . The word for deer is also
pronounced the same as for “road” ; therefore, two deer means “Bon Voyage” . (KH2001.037.027
Enameled Silver Ruyi and Deer Pattern Lock)

E.The word for elephant (pronounced as “xiang” ) is a homophone to “auspiciousness” ( “ji xiang
” ). A child riding on an elephant and holding a “ruyi” means “Good fortune as wished” . An
elephant carrying a vase (pronounced as “ping” - a homophone to “peace” ) means “Revealing
the phenomenon of peace and prosperity” ° In the temple architecture of Taiwan, images of
elephants are often carved on the base of bracket sets (dougong). And elephants holding peony
flowers in their mouth express the meaning of “Wealth and fortune” .

F.The Monkey (pronounced “hou” ) is a homophone to “marquise” or “high rank imperial officia
1” . Tt is also seen as an auspicious beast. A monkey on a horse means “Immediate success” and
older monkeys carrying younger monkeys means  Success for generations” . A monkey eating a
divine peach expresses the meaning of longevity; this analogy came from plots in popular novels. (
KH2008.014.001 Silver Animal Pattern Tobacco Can)

41



42

G.Goat (pronounced “yang~ ) is a close homophone to auspiciousness( ~xiang~ ). Therefore,
images of goats are often used to express the meaning of auspicious wishes. The most commonly
seen images are " three goats” meaning “Auspicious beginning of a year” and “nine goats”
meaning Spring brings full prosperity” . These terms came from the auspicious omens stated in
the Book of Changes.

H.The Horse is seen as a beast with vigor. Decorative totems with racing horses often express the
Good wishes of “Immediate success’ , ~ Constant peace’ , and °Riding in the crest of
success  (KH2008.014.002 Silver Horse Pattern Necklace)

I.The Squirrel is used to wish someone to have many offspring from its high fertility. In general, it
refers to all rodents, but the house rats are usually not considered as pleasant creatures; therefore,
the squirrel is more commonly used. Moles are also acceptable because it is considered these
rodentsbring money home.

J.Bat (pronounced as “bian fu” ) is a homophone to the word “fortune” or “happiness” .
“Five bats” means “Five fortunes” and “four bats" means ~God endowing fortune” . ({5
{8, ci fu)” Bat portrayed in combination with flowers means “Bringing fortune to the world”
and “virtue” when appeared with lotus. Bats appearing with the character of “longevity ( &,
shou” )" means ° Fortune and longevity” . And bats appearing with the “ double coin
patterns” means ~ Fortune is arriving” . (KH2009.004.028 Gilt Silver Hairpin Inlaid with
Feather and Jade )

K.The Twelve Zodiac Animals is the earliest form of calendar in Chinese culture. Twelve animals
are used to represent 12 months or twelve years; they are rat, ox, tiger, hare, dragon, snake, horse,
goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and hog. In folk culture, people generally think these twelve animals
are auspicious beasts that bring fortune, wealth, and peace. (KH2009.004.047 Silver Zodiac
Animal Necklace)

KH2001.037.027 KH2008.014.001

KH2008.014.002 KH2009.004.028 KH2009.004.047

Wil

LEFANT T 5E i

(3) Birds
A.The Crane is a symbol of longevity and often appears with images of a turtle, deer, pine, peach,
peony, and the Tung tree to express the auspicious meanings of “Long life as turtle and crane”
“Turtle and crane bless for longevity” , “Deer and crane announces the arrival of spring”
Auspicious signs of spring” , and “Pine and crane bless for eternal youth” . (KH2007.002.012
Gilt Silver Crane Pattern Hairpin)

KH2007.002.012

B.The Magpie is a bird of good omen; therefore, it is often used to symbolize luck, good luck in
career, and happiness. A couple of magpies portrayed face to face means “Double happiness” or
“Happy greetings” , “ Auspicious bird bringing the message of spring” and “ Happiness
twinkling in the eyes” when portrayed with plum blossom, and “Arrival of happiness” when
Silver Repousse Bangle with “ Fu” and “ Shou” Characters) portrayed with coins. (KH
2004.006.007-4 Guilt Silver “Joy in the Eyes” Ring + KH2009.004.007 Silver Repousse Bangle
with “Fu” and “Shou” Characters)

KH 2004.006.007-4 KH2009.004.007

C.The Rooster is a symbol of courage and often used as an emblem to ward off evil spirits. The
cockscomb is pronounced as “guan” , which is a homophone to “official ranks” ; therefore,
the image of a rooster accompanied by a cockscomb flower means “ Quick promotion”
(KH2008.014.001 Silver Animal Pattern Tobacco Can)

KH2008.014.001

D.The Swallow (pronounced as “yan~ ) is a homophone to “feast” . When portrayed with the
Peach and willow, the image expresses the connotation of “Emperor's banquet” , which is a

metaphor for success in the imperial court.

E.The egret is a water bird and a homophone (% pronounced as “lu” )to “road” .Animage of An
egret portrayed with a hibiscus means “Fortune all the way” and “Wealth all the way~  when
portrayed with the peony.
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F.The Mandarin Ducks are famous for being “monogamous’ ; therefore, they represent a happy
ma rriage. Images of mandarin ducks are often portrayed with lotus and most compositions
express the meaning of loving couples.

G.The Peacock has been seen as an auspicious bird with virtue. The image of a peacock opening its
beautiful tail is an auspicious omen. The coin or golden circles on the dazzling tail of a peacock
are called the “eyes” . In the Qing Dynasty, the feather of peacock tail was used to indicate the
rank of imperial officials. Therefore, most auspicious paintings portraying a peacock feather in a
vase express the meaning of “success” , especially in career.

H.The Chinese Bulbul has a Chinese name that can be translated as “A man with silver hair” ;
therefore, the image of this bird is often used to express blessings for longevity. A pair of bulbul
portrayed with the Fairy of Longevity express the meaning of “A happy marriage lasting for
eternity” and convey the connotation of “Fortune in a happy and lasting marriage” when
portrayed with a peony.

(4) Insects
A.The Butterfly is an auspicious totem, which often refers to a happy marriage. Butterfly
(pronounced “die” ) is also a homophone to “elderly over 80" ; therefore, it also carries the
connotation for “ longevity” . (KH2009.004.046 Enameled Silver Butterfly Lock)

B.The Cricket has been seen as an auspicious insect in Chinese folk culture. The folk name of the
cricket is pronounced “guo guo” , which is a close homophone to “ge ge” , meaning
“brother” . Therefore, it is often used to express the wish to have more male children. The
hopping cricket also refers to “hopping promotion” ; therefore, it is often portrayed in paintings
that express blessings for “success’ .

C.The Spider means “Joy falling from the sky” . It is often portrayed as an “auspicious omens”
in the propitious totems. (KH2009.004.017 Gilt Silver “Joy from Heaven” Hairpin)

D.The Cicada is a symbol for rebirth and wisdom. (KH2009.004.041 Silver Cicada Ornament)

KH2009.004.046 KH2009.004.017 KH2009.004.041

(5) Aquatic Creatures
A.The Turtle is a symbol for longevity. The turtle shell patterns are common designs in propitious totems.

B.The Golden Toad patters refers to the patterns of toads. The mystical creature of three-legged
golden toad represents wealth.
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C.Frog patterns: In Chinese mythology, Nuwa was the creator of humanity. The frog (pronounced
“wa” ) is a homophone to Nuwa. The frog is considered a beneficial creature and deemed as a
mystical being with magic power in folklore. Therefore, it is often portrayed as a creature that
blesses the households and sometime brings offspring. An image portraying a frog with a lotus
presents the imagery of “Frog courting a lotus” , meaning fertility. (KH2009.004.010 Enameled
Silver Frog Pattern Ring)

D.The Tortoise is also called the dragon fish, since it is deemed to be a dragon head on the body of a
fish or a turtle. In the “Carp jumping over the dragon gate” legend, the carps turned into this shape
halfway over the dragon gate. The tortoise also symbolizes ~Winning by the head” and is often
used to wish for success in imperial exams. (KH2008.014.005 Gilt Silver Sea Tortoise Hairpin)

E.Carp: Fish (pronounced as “yu” ) is a homophone to “surplus (§%)” . Therefore, the image of a
fish appears in auspicious totems in high frequency. And among the different fishes, the carp ( “li
” ) is the most commonly seen image, since it is a homophone to “profit” . Many idioms have
been used quite frequently, such as "prosperity in every home", "the fisherman gains from the fight
of the snipe and the clam", and "carp jumping over the dragon gate".

F.Goldfish are also called “ peony in water . Goldfish (pronounced as “jin yu~ ) is a
closehomophone to “treasure” ; therefore, in paintings of the * Treasure Filled the House”
theme, goldfish are often portrayed alongside ladies and children of nobility. (KH2009.004.012
Enameled Silver Tadpole and Ruyi Ring)

G.Catfish (pronounced as “nian” ) is a homophone to “year’ and often used to symbolize

“Surplus (fish “yu) year after year” . H.  Prawns are seen to have bouncing energy and agility

and often used to mean “Turning of luck” . Images of fish and prawns are common totems used
on dining utensils to express the wish for “abundance” .

.

I. Crab: An auspicious meaning is derived from the crab shell (1, “jia” ), which means “ace”

(KH2001.038.004-1 Gilt Silver Crab and Floral Pattern Hairpin)

KH2009.004.010 KH2008.014.005

KH2009.004.012 KH2001.038.004-1
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(6) Mystical Figures

A.The dragon, phoenix, turtle, and kylin are the four auspicious beasts. The kylin is seen as a symbol
for mercy and righteousness; therefore, paintings of “Kylin sending child” theme express the
meaning of “God sending kylin to deliver a child of mercy and justice” . Totems of dragons are
often portrayed in the theme of multiple dragons playing with treasure balls. The folklore portrays
that dragons spit out treasure balls and these balls are called dragon balls. Both dragons and dragon
balls are considered auspicious objects that prevent flood and fire disasters. (KH2009.004.042 Gilt
Silver Kirin Pendant - KH2007. 001.041 Gilt Silver with Feather Inlay Ear-pick Hairpin)

B.The phoenix is a legendary auspicious bird. The image of phoenix is often portrayed with the
peony And kylin. Such themes are auspicious themes commonly seen in Taiwan.
(KH2006.011.014 Gilt Silver Phoenix Pattern Hair Ornament)

C.The Eight Fairies: The eight fairies refer to the mystical figures, include Lu Dong-Bin, He Xian-
Gu, Han Xiang-Zi, Cao Guo-Jiu, Han Zhong-Li, Li Tie-Guai, Lan Cai-He, and the God of
Longevity, Three Stars of Fortune, Prosperity, and Longevity, or the person named Liu Hai. The
eight figures are called the “representing eight fairies” and the objects in their hands are called
the “Hidden magic of eight fairies” . These objects include sword, lotus, jade flute, clappers,
fan, fish drum, bottle gourd, and flower basket. (KH2004.006.004 Gilt Silver “Eight Fairies”
Birthday Celebration Hat Ornament Set)

KH2007.001.041
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KH2006.011.014 KH2004.006.004

D.The Three Stars of Fortune, Prosperity, and Longevity: These three fairies are said to be in control
of the fortune, prosperity, and longevity in the secular world. The Star of Fortune administers the
wellbeing of a person, the Star of Prosperity the wealth, and the Star of Longevity life and death.
Images of all three stars are frequently seen in the halls of households, blessing over the family for
happiness, wealth, and longevity. (KH2001.037.002 Gilt Silver “Fu” , “Lu” , and “ Shou”
Hairpin)

E.The God of Fortune is not referred to any specific deity.

F. In Taoism, three heavenly officials, the official of heaven, earth, and water, administer the fortunes

and misfortunes in the secular world.

G.Star of Longevity: In auspicious paintings, the Star of Longevity is the Fairy of the South Pole.

Together with the Stars of Fortune and Prosperity, the combination is called the Three Auspicious

Stars. They are also seen portrayed alongside the Eight Fairies. (KH2004.006.004-5 Gilt Silver
“Eight Fairies” Birthday Celebration Hat Ornament)
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KH2001.037.002 KH2004.006.004-5

H.Star of Prosperity: “ Fairy Delivering Child” is a common theme for auspicious paintings.
Therefore, in the paintings of the Three Auspicious Stars, the Star of Prosperity is often seen

holding a baby.

[.The Two Fairies of Auspiciousness: Each fairy is holding a lotus and a box, expressing the metaphor
of “Coming of auspicious events” (both lotus and box are pronounced “he” and “he he”

means togetherness).

(7) Manmade Articles
A .Peace and safety in the four seasons: Vase (pronounced as “ping” ) is a homophone to “peace” .
Therefore, the flowers of four seasons, plum blossom, peony, lotus, chrysanthemum, or narcissus,
placed in a vase means “peace” in all seasons. (KH2008.014.009 Gilt Silver Phoenix, Bird, and
Case Hairpin )

B.Wealth and Peace are often portrayed with a combination of peony and vase. The peony symbolizes
Wealth and the vase represents peace. (KH2009.004.036 Enameled Silver Needle Bottle with Vase
and Flower Patterns)

C.Eight Blessings: The Taoist called the eight objects held in the hands of the Eight Fairies the Eight
Magic. In Buddhism, the eight symbols are called the Eight Blessings, which include the wheel of
scripture, the conch, the holy parasol, holy canopy, lotus, holy vase, double fish (gold fish), and the

auspicious knot. These eight objects represent the Buddhist view of auspiciousness.

D.Auspicious Knot: One of the Eight Blessings in Buddhism, is also called “a stroke without end” .
The shape was adopted from the shape of intestines. The intertwining endless curves form a symbol
of endless auspice. It is one of the most commonly seen symbol in Chinese culture.
(KH2001.037.022 Silver Auspicious Totem Ear Dangles)

b
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KH2008.014.009 KH2009.004.036 KH2001.037.022

E.The Eight Magic refers to the magical objects used by the Eight Fairies. They include the banana
leave fan of Han Zhong-Li, fish drum of Zhang Guo-Lao, jade fluteof Han Xiang-Zi, bottle gourd
of Li Tie-Guai, sword of Lu Dong-Bin, jade clappers of Cao Guo-Jiu, flower basket of Lan Cai-He,
and lotus of He Xian-Gu. In the folklore legend, each of the Eight Magic has a unique magic
powerand people in the old times often carried the magical instruments as emblems to protect
themselves from evil. (KH2001.037.011 Gilt Silver “Eight Fairies’ Magic” Hairpin)
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F.Music, Chess, Calligraphy, and Painting are called the four arts, and are called the four curios of
the study room. People see them as auspicious objects and often wear miniatures of these objects
for auspicious blessings. (KH2007.001.038 Gilt Silver Figure and Floral Pattern Hairpin)

G.The Flag, Ball, Halberd, and Rock are the four objects used in prayer for harvest. Most of the
objects were adopted for their homophones. For examples, Halberd (pronounced as “ji” )
symbolizes “luck ” and Rock (pronounced as “qing” ) means celebration. (KH2001.037.015

i\

2

Silver Gourd Pattern Waist Ornament)
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KH2001.037.011 KH2007.001.038 KH2001.037.015

H.The Incense Burner symbolizes endless offspring. It becomes a component of “Antiquity pattern
painting”  when it appears with a vase. (KH2001.037.019 Silver Gourd and Incense Burner
Pattern Waist Ornament)

I. The Vase is one of the most frequently appeared image in auspicious paintings. The vase appears
in both Buddhism (the Eight Blessings) and Taoism with auspicious meanings. The vase
(pronounced as “ping” ) is a homophone to “peace’ ; therefore, a painting portraying a ruyi
inside of a vase express the meaning of “Peace and luck” .

J. The Gold Nugget is a synonym for “wealth” in Chinese culture. Images of ancient coins, silver
nuggets, and gold nuggets all express the meaning of “wealth” . Golden nugget (pronounced as
“yuan bao” )also refersto “ace” inimperial exam because “yuan” means the first place in
Chinese. Three gold nuggets stacked together mean “Ace in all three levels of imperial exams™ .

K.Ancient Coins are most direct symbolism for “ wealth” . It is an auspicious totem loved
throughout time. It can be used as a standalone totem or strung up into a string of two coins
(double success) or ten coins (all success). (KH2008.014.003 Silver “ Fortune is Coming”
Necklace)

KH2001.037.019 KH2008.014.003

L.The Longevity Stone is a more elegant name for a general rock. It symbolizes eternity and implies
immortality comparable to heaven, earth, mountain, and forest. It is often portrayed alongside
with other compositions and carries the blessing for “longevity” .
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M.Antiquity Patterns are patterns adopted from antique bronze burners, porcelain vases, ruyi, golden
bases, books, calligraphy, and paintings. Sometimes, they are also composed with decorative
patterns of flowers and fruits. In the Northern Song Dynasty, Emperor Hui-Zong ordered a team of
imperial officers, led by Wang Fu, to draw all patterns on the antiques in the imperial palace and
compiled the patterns into 30 volumes of books, named the “Xuanhe Patterns of Antiquity” . In
the later times, the term * Antiquity Patterns referred to all patterns adopted from antique
bronze, porcelain, jade, etc. Patterns of antiquity were seen to carry the elegance of intelligence
and often used as house decorations by the families of scholars or imperial officials.
(KH2001.038.006-1 Gilt Silver with Feather Inlay Lotus and Incense Burner Pattern Hairpin)

N.The Ding, a three-legged cooking utensil used in the major imperial events, is a symbol for
celebrations. The three legs also express the connotation of “Ace in all three levels of imperial
exams’ . (KH2009.004.044 Gilt Silver “Success” Ornament)

O.The Jue is an ancient wine cup, also refers to the rank of nobility. An image portrayed as a person
holding a hat of imperial official or a brass Jue expresses the meaning of “promotion” in the
official ranks.

P. A drum shape bell expressing the meaning of encouragement.
Q.Akettle means “Over-brimming with fortune” .

A -

KH2001.038.006-1 KH2009.004.044

(8) Totems, Characters, Natural Phenomena, and Others
A_.Fu (Fortune) is the sum of all auspicious wishes. In the Chapter of Hong Fan, Shang Shu, there are
five fortunes: the first is longevity, the second is wealth, the third is peace, the fourth is reputation,
and the fifth is happy ending. In Han Fei-Zi's Interpretation of Lao-Zi, wealth complemented with
longevity is called fortune. In folk customs, the five fortunes refer to luck, prosperity, longevity,
happiness, and wealth. (KH2009.004.003 Silver "Fu” and “Shou” Ornaments)

B.Shou (Longevity): Some people list “shou (longevity)” as the first among the five fortunes.
Thereis a variety of calligraphy styles for the character * & - Longevity” . The slim and long
calligraphy style expresses the meaning of “long life” and the rounded ones express the meaning
of “full lif ” . The character “shou” is distorted to an array of varied styles to express different
auspicious meanings associated with longevity. (KH2001.038.007-3 Gilt Silver with Feather
Inlay “Fu” and “Shou” Pattern Hairpin)

C.Fu and Shou: Varied styles of these two characters or combinations of these two characters have
been developed into versatile art forms. Therefore, many Chinese families like to hang calligraphy
of one hundred varied styles of “fu” or “shou” on the wall and printed on screens. One hundred

characters of “fu” or “shou” means endless fortune and life.

D.Lu (Prosperity) expresses the meanings of success, promotion, and wealth. (KH2009.004.040
GiltSilver “Fu” and “Lu” Ornaments)
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KH2009.004.003 KH2001.038.007-3 KH2009.004.040

E.Double “xi” (Double Happiness) is mostly used in weddings, but the scope of “happiness”
covers a relatively wide range of events. In the older times, people carved, painted, or sculpted the
character of “double happiness” on windows, walls, bricks, and sculptures of the house to wish
that happiness stays forever. (KH2007.002.011 Gilt Silver with Feather Inlay “ Happiness’

Character Hairpin)
F.One Hundred Surnames: Characters of the one-hundred surnames were made into lockets for the

children, which meant one hundred families are giving blessings to the child wearing the locket.

G.rE: This is a Buddhist symbol for blessings, as well as devotion. The totemrH has been used
throughout history in Chinese culture and has been recognized as a symbol for the sun or fire. This
symbol has been found widely used on prehistoric potteries. In Sanskrit, the symbol rH means
Auspiciousness carried on the chest” and “Cloud of the auspicious sea” . (KH2001.037.013-2
Gilt Silver Ruyi Pattern Hairpin)

H.The Ruyi is the most representative icon among the Chinese auspicious totems. It is a symbol for

“contentment” and “wishes fulfilled” . In folk craft, the ruyi is made into an “S” shape

stick with a head designed in cloud or Lingzhi shape to express auspicious wishes.
(KH2001.037.028 Silver  Ruyi Pattern Bangles)

KH2007.002.011 KH2001.037.013-2 KH2001.037.028

I. The Sun is used to symbolize prestige, royalty, auspiciousness. When portrayed with the sea,

rocks, and clouds, it infers the meaning of a “ Rising sun” . The moon is an analogy for

“fullness” . When the moon is portrayed with a peony, it infers the meaning of conjugal bliss.
(KH2009.004.037 Silver “Carp Jumps over the Dragon Gate” Waist Ornament)

J.The Cloud is a significant totem in the Chinese icons. The totem of a cloud symbolizes good luck
or turning of luck. When portrayed with a bat (pronounced as “fu” meaning good fortune), it
expresses the meaning of “Arriving fortune” . The cloud has been designed into different iconic
symbols,including the auspicious clouds, clouds of good omen, celebration clouds, and azure
clouds, and all of them symbolize auspicious signs. (KH2009.004.025 Silver Dragon Pattern
Hairpin)

K.Thunder brings rain and rain nourishes things. It represents an auspicious omen, as well as
regenerative life. The thunder pattern is presented in a spiral shape and has been developed into
the thunder and cloud totem or triangular thunder totem. (KH2004.005.020 Gilt Silver Swirl
Pattern Ear- rings)
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L.Taichi and the Trigrams symbolize the eight natural phenomena, sky, earth, wind, thunder, water,
fire, mountain, and lake. They express the root of all life and things in the universe; therefore, a
range of totems expressing auspicious meanings or used as guarding emblems have been
developed. (KH2006.007.005 Gilt Silver Taoist Sword Pattern Hairpin)

KH2009.004.025

KH2004.005.020 KH2006.007.005

(V) Functions
1.Hair Accessories

Hair accessories originated from practical purposes. In ancient times, women put their hair into
knots and chignons, which were fixed in place with hairpins. The rite of adulthood for women was
characterized by a ritual of putting a hairpin in the hair. This ritual originated in the Chou Dynasty
and, during the time, wearing a hairpin symbolizes entrance into adulthood.

(1) Ji- Bamboo Hairpin
The original hairpin was in the form of a thin bamboo stick. The Vast Records of Varied Matters
(Shi Lin Guang Ji) written in the Song Dynasty traced that Nuwa (female mystical figure
Sy
Ancient China) used a brass “Ji” ; Shun (sage king) used ivory and tortoise shell “Ji” , and

3 s

recognized as the creator of the universe) used a bamboo ; Yao (legendary king of
the jade “Ji” has been used since the Han Dynasty. Records of “Ji” mostly appears with
association to Shang and Chou Dynasties. From the relics unearthed from archeological sites,

“5i
gold, brass, and more.

have been made in a variety of materials, including bones, jade, stone, bamboo, wood,

(2) Zan- Hairpin
The Zan is an accessory most widely used by both men and women in Chinese history. The
predecessor of the “Zan” isthe “Ji" . The time of the two names falls approximately in the
Era of the Warring States before the Han Dynasty. After the Chin and Han Dynasties, the “Ji~
became widely called by the name “Zan” and the demand for fine craftsmanship and material
became higher and higher. A “Zan” is composed of two parts, the head and the needle, and
the “needle” part goes into the hair. Hairpins with single needle are called “Zan” and

hairpins with twin needles are called “ Chai” . (KH2001.038.005-1 Gold Gilded Silver

Hairpin with Butterfly and Floral Patterns)
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(3) Chai- Hairpin

The purpose of “Chai” issimilarto “Zan~ . Both are designed to fix hair in place. “Chai” has
appeared as early as the Shang Dynasty but recognized as double-needle “Zan” and its function is
similar to today's hair clasps. In the Chin and Han Dynasties, the design of “Chai” was simpler.
Many pieces found today are made in the shape of a simple silver or gold wire with forged ends and
bent into half to form a double-legged hairpin in bilateral formation (as shown in the photo below).
After the Sui and Tang Dynasties, variation of Chai began to appear. They were made in different
designs and for varies purposes. A set of paired Chai often carries mirror images of identical design
and is worn as a pair to the left and right sides of the hair in respective orientation.
(KH2001.038.005-3 Gold Gilded Silver Hairpin with Dragon and Phoenix Designs)

i

KH2001.038.005-1 KH2001.038.005-3

(4) Bu Yao (Swaying Hairpin)
Bu Yao was developed from the basis of Zan and Chai. The base of a Bu Yao is identical to a Zan or
Chai, but the head of the piece is decorated with moving parts. These moving parts were often three-
dimensional sculptures of flowers and butterflies or decorative totems. The moving parts sway and
shake when a wearer moves and that is why this hair ornament is called the “swaying hairpin” .
(KH2001.038.007-3 Gold Gilded Silver Swaying Hairpin with Motmot Feather and “Fu” 'Shou”
Characters)

(5)Combs
“Jie” refers to the ancient hair combing tools, including “Shu” and “Bi” . The difference in
“Shu” and “Bi” lies in the teeth. In general, “Shu” has larger and wider spaced teeth and
“Bi” has finer and tightly spaced teeth. The different designs catered to different functions.

“Shu” was used to smooth over hairand “Bi’ to clean the hair. From the available information,
the habit of pinning a comb on the hair knot has been developed four thousand years ago. In the Song
Dynasty, the combs were mostly designed in a crescent moon shape and this style remained all the
way to the Ming Dynasty. (KH2001.038.001 Repoussed Silver Comb (Shu and Bi))

KH2001.038.007-3 KH2001.038.001-1 KH2001.038.001-2
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(6) Jin Dian
Jin Dian is also called the hair flowers. It is a hair ornament made from metal and mimics the
images of flowers. A piece of Jin Dian is soldered onto a Zan or Chai and used in the same
fashion as a hairpin. (KH2001.037.005 Silver Jin Dian with Motmot Feather and Tourmaline
Designed with Flower and Butterfly Patterns)

(7) Bian Fang (Rectangular Hairpin)
“Bian Fang” was an ornament fashioned specifically in the Qing Dynasty. It is also called the
“Large Zan” . Bian Fang was a special hair ornament of the Manchurian women used to pin up
the “two-sided hair” . In the late Qing Dynasty and Japanese Colonial Period, women in
Taiwan also used it to pin up the “high hair” style. “Bian Fang” in Chinese means “flat”
“rectangular” . The original shape is a piece of flat metal, but varieties have also been
developed. The commonly seen shapes include the regular “ruler” like rectangular shape,
“broad two-leaf” shape which has a “waist” in the middle, “narrow two-leaf” shape
which is similar to the preceding design but with smaller leaves, and pointing end “two-leat”
design which has pointing leaves. The flat face of a Bian Fang is often decorated with auspicious
totems for good wishes. (KH2001.037.011 Gold Gilded Silver Rectangular Hairpin with the

Eight Magic Totems)

(8)Hat Ornaments
Ornaments designed with auspicious totems, for examples, totems of the Eight Fairies, Eight
Trigrams, and “Fu” -7 Lu” -7 Shou” were often sewn on the children's hats or hung on the
belt in the form of bells. (KH2004.006.004 Gold Gilded Silver Hat Ornaments with Eight
Fairies)

W
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2.Ear Ornaments
“Que” found in the remains of the Neolithic Age Hongshan Culture may be the earliest form of
ear ornaments. In ancient times, ear ornaments with dangles were called the ear dangles and those
without were called the earrings. Most of the earrings were made from silver and copper-based alloy
and a variety of designs have been found, including pieces applied with gold gilt. (KH2001.037.021
Gold Gilded Silver Ear Dangles with Lotus and Children Totems)

KH2001.037.021
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3. Neck Ornaments

(1) Necklace

The neck ornaments were classified into necklace, chest pendant, and silver locket; they are
collectively called necklaces today. Neck ornaments have been found since antiquity. In
classification, a necklace refers to a short chain that fit around the neck and chest pedant refers
to long chains with pendants that fall over the chest. The pendants are often set with gems or
semi-precious stones. (KH2009.004.046 Enameled Silver Locket with Butterfly Totem)

(2) Locket (Silver Locket)

The Locket is a type of chest pendant and gained its name from its lock-shape. A wide variety of

shapes have been designed; round, octagonal, square, floral, and gold nugget patterns are most

commonly seen. Lockets were designed as emblems to ward off evil spirits; therefore, most of

them were designed for children as the “lock for long life” . A locket is composed of a long

chain and a lock-shape pendant and decorated with auspicious totems, such as * fortune” ,
“longevity” , “peace and luck” , etc., and decorative patterns. (KH2001.038.013 Silver Chest

Pendant with Wooden Fish Design)
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4. Finger, Wrist and Arm Ornaments

This category consists of ornaments worn on the fingers, wrists, and arms.

(1) Rings
Rings have been used as an ornament, as well as an auspicious emblem. The continuous circle of
a ring implies “ regenerative cycle” and “ fullness” ; therefore, it became a token of

matrimonial commitment and a symbol for endless happiness. (KH2009.004.013 Enameled
Silver “Fortune in Front of the Eyes” Ring)

(2) Bangles
Bangles are worn around the wrists. Bangles found today are mostly for women and children,

and a variety of designs have been applied. (KH2001.037.030 Silver Bangles with Peony
Patterns)

KH2009.004.013 KH2001.037.030
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(3) Armlets

Armlets are similar to the wrist bangles, only they are worn on the arms.

(4) Bracelets

Bracelets are mostly worn over the wrists. They are made from chains and often attached with a
small locket pieces or bells.

5.0thers
(1) Waist Ornaments
Waist ornaments are accessories hanging from the waist belt. They come in a wide variety of
designs and carry pendants of auspicious meanings or practical functions (e.g. ear pick, small

tweezers, small blades, or small awl). (KH2001.037.016 Silver Waist Ornament Designed with
Lotus and Coin Patterns)

(2) Needle Holder is designed for ladies as a handy container for sewing needles.
(KH2009.004.039 Silver Needle Holder with Human Figures)

(3) Undergarment Chain

“DuDou” is a type of lady's undergarment made from a diamond shape fabric. Fine metal chains
are used to hold the corners of this diamond-shape fabric to the neck and waist, so that it fits perfectly
over the chest and abdominal areas.

(4) Belt Buckles or Ornaments

Ornamental pieces with or without practical functions are sewn to the belt. (KH2001.035.003
Silver Repoussed Belt Buckle with Double Fish Patterns)
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(VI) Historic Records of Commercialization

v

The collection of the KMH ranges from the Qing Dynasty to the early period of the Republican Era.
Many of the pieces bear marks of the makers. Gold and silverware has been deemed as luxuries for
the royalty and prestige since the ancient times. During the Tang Dynasty, this luxury enjoyment was
made available to the civilians. In the Song Dynasty, commercialization of gold and silverware
began and many private makers began to stamp their marks on the merchandises. This is similar to
the practice of 'brand management” in the modern days. For example, silverware unearthed from
the Deyang site in Sichuan bear the marks of “Chou Family Workshop” , “Chou Family of
Xiaoquan” , or “Workshop of Pang Family, Zichang of Luoyang” .

Evidence of commercialization can also be found from the collection of the KMH. Many pieces
were stamped with the name of the maker (Jiuhuaceng, Hesheng, Chunyuan, etc.) or certification of
the merchandise (pure gold, sterling, or pure silver).

Conclusion

The Kaohsiung Museum of History has a comprehensive collection of metal craft and many of them
are representative of intricate craftsmanship, as well as advanced craft technology. This precious
collection provides substantial resources to the studies of craft, art, and culture and will serve as
valuable references to publishing and education industries, as well as the enthusiasts. It is a valuable
asset that will serve as a solid foundation for the development of a cultural and creative industry

unique to Taiwan.
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