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The Analysis of The Museum Collection of Taiwan War
Documentation During The Japanese Occupation
Ruo-wen Li (Professor of Institute of History, National Chung Cheng University)

This research project is to interpret 95 pieces of historical war documentation and
materials collected by the Raohsiung Muscum of History. Generally speaking, the collections
ol the muscum are of distinguishing characteristics and with important rescarch significance.
This article integrates some rescarch achievements and tries to provide an analysis. The
categorization, the characteristics and the historical value ol the war documentation and

materials are elaborated in the following sections.

1.Categorization of the Historical Materials

Based on their characters and functions, the bateh of historical war documentation and
materials covers can be divided into six o categories: Bools, News/Newspaper, Mails,
Maps/ Hustrations, Inventories and Others.

The First Category, Books: The muscum has a wartime boolk collection ol total 19
picees, including general books, songhoolkis and boollets. These books were mostly military
propaganda and training/teaching materials. Based on the substance of the materials, they
can be generally divided into three types, Military, Polities and Culture. In terms of the
quantity ol the materials, the Military Type has the most amounts. This is due to the
wartime system ol Taiwan Governor General Office back then encouraged Taiwanese people
to enlist themselves in military service and enthusiastically used books and publications to
promote the idea of serving the country, Those books and publications reflected the shift
from voluntary to conscription, the alteration ol the political system and the evolvement of
the war. However, Taiwan War Chronicle is an exception. This book was a report related to

the revolts against Japan during the carly period of Japanese rule.

Name of Article Time Remarks
Military Handbook 1945.02 Military
Guidebook For Navy Volunteers 1943.06 Military
Direction of Special Army Volunteers 1942.01 Military
The Splendour of Japanese Flag 1939.12 Military
The Truth of Japan's Surrender 1946.07 Politics
United States of America during Japan's Surrender Politics
The Mighty Lineup of Our Navy 1943.07 Military
The Way to Reinforce The Army Military
The Truth of the Incident of July 7 and The Standpoint of Taiwan | L Erab] Military
13

Name of Article

Catechetical Textbook of Current Political Situation For

Time Remarks

mperial Taiwanese People 1943.10 Culture
The World Pictorial (The Issue of Great East Asian War) Military
' The Canon of Volunteer Training Military
The Elucidation of Battle Array Training 1942.12 Military
The Spirit of The Army 1943.01 (4th edition) RYHGETY
| Textbooks of Taiwanese Conscripts Military
Military Songbook 1943.02 Culture
- Taiwan War Chronicle Military

The Second Category, News/Newspaper: The museum holds only 5 pieces of war

related news/newspapers, including 5 Japanese papers, 1 Chinese paper and 1 piece of Chinese
proclamation.  The headline news of the 3 Japanese papers all carried Japanese Emperor's
imperial edicts concerning the decisions of launching or ending the war. It is certainly not
difficult to look up the imperial edicts.  Nevertheless, what the museum holds were the
newspapers at that time and it is especially scarce that Imperial Edict on Surrender and
Surrender Documentation carried the press photo of the Japan's surrender signing ceremony

on board of the battleship USS Missouri.

Name of Article Time Remarks

Press Release of USIS(United States Information

' Services) (Japanese War Criminals on Trail in Japan) Before 1946. 04
Japan's Edicts of Declaration of War to the United States 1941. 12. 09 Published in

| and Great Britain S aiwan Daily News
Tokyo Shimbun Imperial Edict of Ending the War 1945. 08. 15 g“kybr','ssm"iﬂ..',;‘un

Published in

Tokyo Shimbun Imperial Rescript on Surrender and 1945. 09. 02
e Tokyo Shimbun

urrender Documentation

Repatriation of Overseas Japanese

Published in Taiwan

Reports of Taiwanese's Return from Japan, Takeover and
1945.11. 14/24 Hsinsheng News

14
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The Third Category, Mails: The museum currently holds a collection of 15 military
mails,  Only 5 out of the 15 were written postcards in which 4 were sent by overseas
Taiwanese and Japanese soldiers to the island. Because those mails were sent from the local
military units, they were called "Military Mails" at that time. These mails were to express
New Year's greetings, to inform salety, to convey acknowledgement, to report current
situation or to ask for a favor, but were not allowed to veveal any military confidential
information for their principle. As for a mail "Addressed to Jia-bin Gao," it was to propagate
the successive victories ol .|il|lilll{'.\u' troops. Not (:nl_\' it was not Ii}l‘hid(h-n, but it was also a
perfect writing format ol "Military Mails" at that time. There were also 10 sets of blank
postcards  printed with  battlefield  scenery, Fmpire warships, lile on shipboard, or
imaginational picture of a houschold's savings and so on which were for remembrance and

with propagandistic functions.

Name of Article Time Remarks

" Postcard of Saving for Public Tributeto reach
saving goal of0.3 billion)

The Fourth Category, Maps/Illustrations: The museum has a collection of 9 military
maps and illustrations. Among which 4 of them were pre-war documents and were strategic
maps produced by Japanese and veleased between 1942 and 1945, The other 5 maps were either
distribution maps or simple material installation site maps produced by National Government
during the post-war takeover period. These maps and illustrations either reflected the Japanese
war situations in Fast Asian area or presented Japanese disposition on the island. They are

important historical references used to study overseas extension ol Japanese Militarism,

Name of Article Time Remarks

. Disposition Map of Japanese Navy Troops in Taiwan Area 1945.11.28

. Map of Fortresses in Great East Asian LIl In Japanese

' Disposition Map of Japanese Army Troops in Taiwan Area 1945.11.28

Postcard of Saving for Public Tribute

Mailed from the island

Military mail (Addressed to Jiao-zhong Zheng)
. . s Mailed fromGuangdong; |
Military mail (Addressed to Jia-bin Gao) Unknown sender was Japanese
- . . . Mailed from
Military mail (Addressed to Qiu-nan Lin) 1943.10.06 the Philippines
i i : Mailed from
Military mail (Addressed to Xi-song Chen) Unknown Central China
Military mail (Addressed to Lai-jin Zheng) Unknown e p

Scenery Postcard of Warship Naka

Great Navy Maneuvers: The Glory of The Night 1 set B pieces

Newly Printed Postcards of Navy Life Unknown 1 set 16 pieces

A batch of Japanese Warship Postcards of World

War IT Unknown 1 set 8 pieces

A batch of Postcards of Manchurian Incident 1932.02.13 1 set 10 pieces

Military mail issued by Department of Military Aid

of the Army L e sl 2 scenery postcards

Military mail issued by Provisional Department of

Management of the Army in Tokyo Unknown 3 scenery postcards

| Military mail issued by Main Munitions Plant of

| the Army Unknown 3 scenery postcards

Detailed Map of The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere Unknown In Japanese

Map of The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere Around 1942 R LRI EDEEE

Compendious Map of War Situation in Southwest Pacific Ocean 1943.08.23 In Japanese

Disposition Map of Takeover of Japanese Depots 1945.12

Disposition Illustration of Japanese and Korean Officers,
' Soldiers and Aliens In Taiwan Area

Disposition Map of the General Situation of Japanese Navy Troops
Before Takeover
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The Fifth Category, Documentations: The museum has a collection of 13 pieces of
both governmental and personal documentation of the war era. Based on the substance of
the documents, they can be categorized as governmental proclamations, advice notilications,

personal licenses, certilicates and vequisition letters, Although these documents were ol

various uses, they all rveflected the sitvation that Taiwanese people economized on their

clothing and food during the war era, how Taiwanese people were compelled to offer their

savings as a public tribute to the government and how they produced munitions and materials

and provided manpower support for the need of the war.

_ Name of Article
Bag of Savings for Public Tribute, List of Saving Plan

Notification to the Families of Taiwanese Japanese Soldiers in Hainan Island

Serving Application form of Special Army Volunteer (Ying-liang Xiao)

Certificate of Qualified Army Dispatching in Southern China (Guo-xun Cai)

Notification of National's Saving Quota (Mei-nong Township)

Notification of the Decision of National Saving Goal (Hsin-chu City)

Motivation for Early Breakthrough of the General Saving Goal (Bulletin)

Bulletin Board of Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects

Notification of The Submission of Military Use Hay

Schedule of Blackout 1939, 8

Award To Youth League Of Kaohsiung Prefecture For Promoting Asian Affairs and 1943.04.28

Devoting Diligence

Certificate of Competency of Special Navy Volunteers (Shu Shen) 1934.1

The Sixth Category, Inventories and Others: The muscum holds more than 33 pieces
of  post-war reassignment inventories and 1 remembrance badge.  The reassignment
inventories were submitted by Japanese forces and received by A Force 22nd Division
Command.  These documents differed only in the submitted batralions and items, the rest

were the same. Thus, all of the inventories were presented with consistent written pattern.

Name of Article Time Remarks
(Other Item Besides Reassignment Inventories)

' Remembrance of The Incident of July 7 1l°c74  Badge

2.Characteristics of the Historical Documentation

The musenm only holds a small amount of the historical documentation from the last
stage of Japanese occupation.  Comparing with the collections of other institutions or
publications that were distributed after openly requested and collected, the amount of the
documentation held in the museum is considered a small-scale collection. However, in this
rescarch we believe that in terms of future academic rescarch providing, inquires for the
public and reference resources for promoting cultural activities, the well preserved and
properly exploited historical documentation and materials here have vast potential to have
further promotion so that more war historical documentation and materials will be collected.

The historical documentation and materials held in the muoseonm are stunmarized below:

(1)Collective Complex Historical Materials

Viewing from the relation among the historical materials, the collection of the museum
can be divided into single historical materials and complex historical materials. Single
historical materials, such as Fund Raising For Emergency Rescue of Hainan Island Taiwanese
Soldiers, Appointment of Commissioner of Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects
and Schedule of Blackout, are only single pieces and no other similar or complementary
historical materials existed during the same era. The majority of the materials the museum
collects are complex historical materials, thart is, historical marterials that existed during the
same era and were related to each other in their references or in their complementary
functions,  These historical materials are like small groups or mini clusters of historical
documentation. These materials may magnetize relevant documentation as long as readers
pull them out. For instance, documentation related to "Savings for Public Tribute" includes
Bag ol Savings for Public Tribute, Posteard of Saving for Public "Uribute, Notification of the
Decision of Nation Saving Goal, ete; documentation related to "Navy" includes Guidebool
For Navy Volunteers, The Mighty Lineup oft Our Navy, Great Navy Mancuvers: The Glory
ol The Night, Newly Printed Posteards of Navy Lile, ete; documentation related  to

"Conscripts" includes Military Handbook, The Way to Reinforce The Army, Catechetical
Textbook of Carrent Political Situation For |r|||u'|‘ifl| Taiwanese I’l‘::pl:-, The Canon ol
Volunteer Training, The Elucidation of Battle Avray Training, Textbooks of Taiwanese
Conscripts, ete; documentation related to "Military Songs" includes The Way to Reinlorce
The Army, The Canon of Volunteer Training, Military h’m]gl}m;lﬁ. ctes documentation related
to "Battle Avrray Training” includes Military Handbook, The Way to Reinforee The Army,
The Canon of Volunteer Training, The Elucidation of Battle Array Training, The Spirit of
The Army, ete; documentation related to "Relationship between the US. and Japan" includes

Press Release of USIS (United States Information Services), The Truth ot Japan's Surrender,
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United States of America during Japan's Surrender, Compendious Map of War Situation in

Southwest Pacific Ocean, etce.

(2) Full Coverage of Different Periods of the War Era

There might be several aspects to survey the gradations and development of the war.
One of the characteristics of the historical materials in the museum collection is that it covers
each kind of materials with different aspects that give readers multilevel imagination. With
respect to Japanese overseas expansion, there are three periods, periods before 1937, between
1937 and 1941 as well as after 1941, The museum does have a collection of the first two
periods, such as The Truth of the Incident of July 7 and The Standpoint of Taiwan, Schedule
ol Blackout, Scenery Posteard of Warship Naka, Remembrance Badge of The China Incident,
Remembrance Posteards of Manchurian Incident, and so on. The majority of the rest ol the
collection are categorized as the last period. Regarding to the system ol military forces in
Taiwan, three stages ol military  mobilization were suceessively  implemented,  Army
voluntarism, Navy voluntarisim and conscription respectively, and the museum has a collection
ol all of the three stages. Morcover, concerning the Pacific War, 1943 was the crucial year as
Japanese forces went rom powerful to wealk, The periods before and alter the year 1943 were
two divergent situations. For instance, Divection of Special Avimy Volunteers was one ol the
work ol the zenith years, whereas Guidebool For Niavy Volunteers was done at the time when
Taiwan was at the preparing stage for Fortification given that Japanese forces started to
retreat from some of the islands of the Pacific Ocean and Taiwanese people had to receive
navy military training to prepare for battlefield shift to Taiwan. Map of The Greater East
Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere and Compendious Map of - War Situation in Southwest Pacific
Ocean represent the two stages of Japanese forces in their superiority and the inferiority
respectively. The ambits and the arrangement indicated in these two maps were completely

different from each other.

(3)Tremendously Abounding Pictorial Documentation

Besides maps and posteards, the museum also has an abounding collection of pictorial
documentation, particularly in book publications. For instance, in The Truth of the Incident
of July 7 and The Standpoint of Taiwan, Japanese used pictures of the front-line to swank
their war achievements of the forees so that they could create an incentive effeet to counteract
the disturbance and disquict in Taiwan caused by the impact of "Lugouqiao Incident™.
Moreover, The World Pictorial: The Issue of Great East Asian War contained massive
historical photographs, which were the firsthand materials. These photographs were provided

by Japanese military with the purpose of swanking Royal Army's magnificent combat results

at that time in order to prompt patriotic sentiment, to disseminate the message that Japanese
forces were greatly welcomed wherever they went and to intentionally ereate an honorable
image of Japanese forces' closeness to and love for people. Those might be old tricks done to
control mass media; however, the photographic technique, object selection and composition of
those pictures had achieved a standard level. Thus, the achievement might offset the
insutficiency of” the existed documents and dictated materials and provide valuable reference

resourees.

(4¢)Plentiful and Thorough Documentation Details

Most of the war documents held in the museum were written in Japanese. Some ot them
had very thorough records, which would be extremely helpful in interpreting Japanese
military operations in ultra large areas. For instance, Map of War Situation in Southwest
Pacific Ocean contained numerons names of islands and geographic locations densely
spreading all over.  With the reference of the materials and other documentation, people
would be able to understand the intensifving battles carried our between the US. and Japan in
scrambling for the islands. Moreover, each picture shown in The World Picrorial: The Issue
of Great East Asian War was indicated with detailed dates, names of personnel and names of
geographic locations for people to compare with other relevant materials,  This is the

firsthand reference to understand the development and the background of the war,

3. The Value of The Historical Materials
The museum holds nearly 100 picces of war documentation and materials. How can we
value these historical materials and how can their practicality be developed? Those questions

are llustrated in the following three aspects:

(1)Developing Monographic Studies

The collection of the museum primarily is war documentation of the later period of
Japanese rule. Some other institutions have the same collection. Among those some of the
documents were published but have not been used, also there are documents that have neither
been published nor used. At present, war materials commonly cited by academic studies, such
as the publications of Taiwan Governor General Office or newspapers and journals published
by Taiwan Daily News, Taiwan Times, Taiwan Police Times and Taiwan Local Government,
are an indication that the historical materials collected in the museum need to be developed

and made good use of. There are a variety of choices to use the collected documentation as

monographic studies. The muscum not only has a collection related to military history or
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system history, but also provides a collection of other important historical materials, such as
society cconomic history, common people living history, cultural history, oceanic history,
feminine history and so on. After the introductory exposition and analyses, we are looking

forward to developing special studies for the next stage.

(2) Providing the Use of Compiling Homeland Teaching Materials

The museum has a lively and rich collection for compiling homeland teaching materials,
For instance, (|||:’.\Ii1m.~s such as what was Children Mobilization? What did children and
students do during the wartime? How did Japanese government train Taiwanese youths and
make them enlist themselves in military service? Where were Japanese military bases in
Taiwan? Whether publie health in Taiwan during the war was better than before and why?
Where were the overseas areas that Taiwanese people had reached during the war? How did
the war influence the life of Taiwanese families? Why did Hideki Tojo become a villain from a
hevo alter the war? Where did the money that Taiwanese people supported Japanese forces to
conduct military operations come from? How did Taiwanese people recognize Japanese
Eamperor? What were the reasons that Japan tried to convinee or instill in Talwanese people
about the rationality of the war? The answers to all these questions that one cannot found in
any p]‘vm'm pnl:]i:'ntiml.\ 0 IE_“'!‘!I['I‘:I] [:-:u'll‘llllu" |1|;|I('|'i:1]<; 11('\'¢'|‘1h(-|["\"\', can find them in the

lli.‘»lt!!'i('?ll 11[;!1['I'i:l]ﬁ |11t' ILseun lll]ltlh’.

(3)Mobilizing the Public to Participate in Documentation Gleaning and Searching
The activities conducted by the Raohsiung Museum o Tistory arve helpful to awalen
people’s slumberous memories and motivate people's desive into the group participation of
root-linding.  Through the exposition of the documentation and public exhibition, this
l'l'.‘i(';li\l'h \\(]ll]il Elll[}\\' lll(' i'lll]li" Loy lr'llll\' llll[]l’rql””d [ili' 1“”]('[1'[ I\'{,'ill‘H !ill]'illl‘,;' ll](‘ war HJHI tlll'
chastliness of the war, War systems used to be closely correlated with Taiwanese people's life.,
In the memory of the old generation and Taiwanese historical books, this part of history is an
indispensable piece of a historical jigsaw puzzle. A veteran who had attended World War 11
said, "There 1s no winner in a war, but loser”, If neither of the sides learned thenr lesson from
a war, the wound left behind the war might become a trigger of another war. How can we
achieve the goal of a world without war? How can we really eradicate all of the thoughts of
imstigating war? By scarching and reorganizing the historical materials, it inevitably helps

the public to establish correct mindset and to meditate on in-depth questions behind war.
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The Scar Under The Iron Heel-Taiwan

Jian-feng Du (Commissioner of Historical Research Commission, Kachsiung City)

The Raohsiung Museum of History plans to organize the historical documentation and
materials the museum colleets and publish the work as a book Living with War The Analysis
ol the Historical Documentation and Materials ol Japanese Occupation.  The historical
documentation and materials are very precious in that they not only annotated the details of
the common people's life in Taiwan during the last stage ol Japanese occupation, but also
witnessed that Taiwan Governor General Office controlled and enslaved Taiwanese people
through Wartime Mobilization and compelled them to go to a devastating ending of war.
Under the Japanese occupation, the abundant resources of Taiwan were exhaustively extorted
and pillaged to supply frontline hostilities. Looking at the historical documentation stained
with blood and tears, we observe that Tatwanese people were living in a difficalt and arduous
situation during the last stage of Japanese occupation and their thonghts were constraimed by
the colonial government. Looking bacl on the past and reflecting the ancient history on the
}Jl‘l'.\l'rl1 r-.iln:tlim], how can the descendants not treasure the [](-rllm'l';lti(' Elt']1il'\'t'll1l'rl1 of
nowadays that the Taiwanese own?

In the Ili.‘ill]l'_\'. Tatwan had cone Ihl‘nli;,;‘h the establishment of Han l‘t'_g,'irm' commenced
during the Zheng Erain Ming Dynasty and been comprehensively developed in Qing Dynasty.
Having constantly endeavored to develop the island for more than 200 years, Taiwan had
become a protective sereen of Southeast China in national defense and a fast emerging
province in economical development. Western powers and neighboring Japanese Fmpire had
already drooled over the military strategic status and the abundant resources of Tatwan,

Since the ancient times, Taiwan had a superior geographical location being a relay station
of marine transportation in Fastern Asia. In addition, Taiwan possessed abundant resources
such as rice, sugar, camphor, tea, coal and so on. At the last stage of the Qing Dynasty, Qing
was defeated in the ™ War of Jiawu" between China and Japan. According to the regulations
stipulated in the "Treaty of Shimonoseki”, Qing had to cede the island Taiwan and the
Penghu archipelago to Japan.  Until October 1945, Taiwan finally came off from the
domination of Japanese Empire after 51 years.

During the period of” 35 years between 1595 (Meiji Year 28) and 1930 (Shiaowa Year 5,
the colonial government ol Japanese Empire had successively completed several projects on
economy, transportation and education in Taiwan, The goal of those projects was to establish

Taiwan as Japanese Empire's "Outpost of Southward Advance” to advance on Southern Asia.
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During the First World War [(1914-1918), when Great Britain, the US., France and
Netherlands were trapped in the morass of European theater and bad no time to take care of
their Southern Asian market, Japan took this opportunity to pass their commodities in and out
Southern Asia. That was the first time Japan tasted the fruit of success of "Southward
Advance” in Southern Asia. Therelore, the significance ol Taiwan had increased along with
the success. After the First World War ended, however, Great Britain, the US and other
countries unexpectedly returned to the Southern Asian marker with their commercial
strength. The frail strocture of  Japan's economy constitution appeared  immediately.
Japanese commodities were unable to hold their superiority any more and the "Southward
Advance” policy of Taiwan Governor General Office had  encountered a significant
mistortune.

Along with The Great Depression in 1930 (Shiaowa Year 5), a wide range of countries
conducted Fxchange Rate Policy with tarift” barrvier and malignant competition. International
"Region Bloe Economy" had reappearved worldwide.  Japan was confronted by the new
international situations above which made the domestic industry development and economic
structure fallen into mountains of diflicalt positions. Domestically, on the other hand, Japan
was conlronted by the alternation of "Party Polities™. In addition, a wide range ol syndicates
hoolied up with political parties, which caused small business a difficult livelihood, Tabor rank
and socialism alignment as well as repetitive occurrence of strikes and protests. The entire
Japanese society at that time had already shown a turbulent erisis,

As Japan ran into the changing situation ol "inner and outer compulsion”, the voung
military and the vight-wingers restored their powers and immediately gained an upswing. In
order to .u;ll\:lj,;‘(- Jn;mn'.» domestic ]mlili('ill sttuation as well as economical and social F]I‘(]i]ll'fllh’.
the military thus interfered in the political situation and moved toward the goal of power
seizure. As a result, Japan was impelled toward the Militarvism and had no return.

In order to retrieve declining Japanese cconomy and the turbulent political situation of
Japan, the Japanese military accelerated their invasion to Northeast China in 1931 (Shiaowa
Year 6 so that Japan could expand their sphere of influence in economy. The eruption of
"Manchurian Incident" ("September 18 Incident") was the opening of the upswing of
Japanese military's power seizure.

In the 30's, to coordinate with Japan domestic military being at the helm, Taiwan started the
stage of War Mobilization.  As analyzed by Ryuzo husui, professor of Taihoku Imperial
University, the War Mobilization in Taiwan could be divided into three stages, Quasi-War
Stage (1931-1937), Early Stage of The War {1987-1941), Later Stage of The War (1941-

194:5).

During the Quasi-War Stage, started from "Manchurian Incident” and ended at the
eruption of "Lugouqiao Incident”, the main target that Japan invaded was Northeast China.
The guiding principle of Mobilization conducted by Taiwan Governor General Office in
Taiwan was to convert rice and sugar into the principal things of economic system and,
morcover, to conduct industrialization construction comprehensively in Taiwan to prepare for
the demand of further expansion of’ the war.

During the "Early Stage of The War", since "Lugougiao Incident” was launched, Taiwan
had become a "logistics base" in supplying Japan with labor force and goods and hence had
been a supply depot for Japan's invasion of Mainland China.  After the "Nartional General
Mobilization Law" was nationally implemented in Japan in 1938 (Shiaowa Year 13), Taiwan
officially was enrolled in the Dominated Economy stage. As China suffered from Japanese
Empire's outrageous aggression of, Taiwan Governor General Office, besides trying in many
ways to mobilize Taiwanese people's support, broadly carried out military propaganda of "the
Holy War" and uncecasingly printed propagandistic literature of wartime via all kinds of
propagandistic channels to show the tremendous strength of Japanese Army and Navy.

During the "Later Stage of The War" (also called "Decisive Stage"), Japan had expanded
its military power starting from the "Ground War" in China and expanding to the "Sea War"
in Southeast Asia as well as on the islands of Pacific Ocean. As Talwan Governor General
KRiyoshi Hasegawa indicated in public, Taiwan would have the greatest contribution to the war
and Taiwan incontestably would be an "unsinkable aireraft carrier” bringing its full function
into the entire war situation.  Especially when Japan had landed itself into a chronic battle in
China and shifted the war to the "Southward Advance” war in Southern Asia, Taiwan received
a lot of attention from Japan because it was located at the center of the so-called "Greater
Fast Asia Co-prosperity Sphere”

During the "Later Stage of The War", the analysis of the Japanese Empire's military
deploying maps indicated that Taiwan had become the "unsinkable aircraft carrier” of Japan.
Taiwan was not only just a "logistics base" at that time, but also became a fortified defending
quarter after the expansion of the war and, more importantly, an essential "supply depot of
military provisions" of Japanese Empire. As the result, under the devastating oppression of
the colonial government, Taiwanese people were compelled to provide the war with more
manpower and resources.

Along with the expansion of the aggressive war situation, Taiwan Governor General
Office immediately implemented the policy of "Wartime Finance Control" in Taiwan, which
was under the "Stage of War Mobilization", in accordance to the vast demand for

commodities and manpower. In other words, this kind of control was a thorough movement
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of financial mobilization. taiwan governor general office vigorously and resolutely brought
this policy into practice. Based on the taxation standard of cach district and unit of” the entire
Taiwan, a wide range of institutions, companies, factories and cven Baojia units (social
security units)] had to set up dilferent lines of savings for each state, cach district, cach city,
cach street and each village.  Then Taiwanese people were compelled "to share out” their
savings determined by Taiwan Governor General Office,

Subsequently  Taiwan Governor General Office promoted the "Movement of
Encouraging Saving” and the "Movement of National Deposit” on the island. Later these
movements were incorporated in the "Movement of General Mobilization on National
Characteristics".

In order to coordinate the expansion of the war situation, the Japanese government not
only actively  promoted mobilization on financial  commodities, but also meticulonsly
monitored thought and culture. Tn 1910 (Shiaowa Year 15}, Japanese cabinet was formed the
second time by Konoe Fumimaro. In October of that same year, "lmperial Rule Assistance
Association' was established, The purpose of establishing the association was to promote the
Japan's movement of - General Maobilization. In the following  year, "Public Tribute
Association ol Tmperial Subjects” was established in Taiwan to coordinate the guidelines ol
"Tmperial Rule Assistance Association'.

Along with the expansion ol the war in the Pacific vegion in 19011 (Shiaowa Year 16,
Taiwan Governor General Office established "Public “Tribute Association ol Tmiperial
Sllllli[’l'T."" to reinforce the restriction and control on free l|lm|;‘,‘ht. since l|lt'_\-' were
apprehensive that Taiwanese people would recognize Mainland China as their motherland,
The main goal ol this was to run characteristics translormation and cultural brainwashing, so
that Taiwanese people would be thoroughly transformed into "Japanese nationals" in
recognization of their nationality.

During the Decisive Stage, as the mobilization system was given a forcelul impetus,
"Public Tribute Association of Tmperial Subjects" assisted Taiwan Governor General Office
in advancing economical commodity control.  In July of 1942 (Shiaowa Year 17), "Public
Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects" also reorganized all of the street- and village-
established junior leagues, youth and educational leagnes by incorporating them into the
organization of "Public T'ribute Association of Imperial Subjects". In another words, a wide
range of national associations and organizations in Taiwan were solidly controlled by "Public

Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects".

At the beginning, being colonial civilians of Japanese Empire, Taiwanese people did not
have military service duty since Japanese government on one hand did not trust Han-
Taiwanese people and always bore a suspicious and frightened manner, on the other hand,
they worried that Taiwanese people would team up with Anti-Japan movement in Mainland

China.

According to colonial rulers, Taiwanese people certainly did not fultill the "Three Duties",

education, military service and tax paying, of being the subjects of Japanese Empire. Before
1945 (Shiaowa 18 years), Taiwanese people only fulfilled their duty of tax paying. After April
1, 1943 (Shiaowa 18 years), while the "lImperialized Taiwanese Policy" was launched like
wildfire, Taiwanese people began to receive compulsory education.  Later, because Japan
expanded their war situation and could not bear the rapid loss of soldiers, they started to
suceessively carry out volunteer recruitment of Army and Navy in Taiwan and initiated all
kinds of propaganda and coupled threats with promises to compel Taiwanese youths to obey.

It was unexpected that Japanese Empire's forces were almost destroyed during the East
Asian War after 1945 (Shiaowa Year 20). Upon the manpower resources were exhausted,
Japan had to intensively implement the strategy of General Mobilization of enslavement and
conscription system in Taiwan.  Thus, Taiwanese youths were compelled to go into the
precarious firing line. In order to prevent the United States military from attacking Taiwan,
Japanese government started to militarily fortify the entire Taiwan without hesitation and
would spare nothing to sacrifice the entire Taiwanese people. Thus, Taiwan was impelled
toward the way of "destruction™.

In August 1945 [Shiaowa Year 20), the United States dropped two atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Shiaowa Emperor ot Japan issued an imperial edict to announce
their surrender to the Allied forces and, thus, the Second World War ended. From the
Emperor's edict, we learn that Japanese Empire did not apologize and never admitted their
fault for the fact thar they launched the aggressive war invading various Asian countries.
Even more impudently, they used the wording "ending the war to cover the truth of their
surrender,

In 1945, as Taiwan was returned under Chinese rule, National Government launched a
wide range of takeover and demobilization tasks. From the historical documentation and
materials, we learn that the process of sending overseas Japanese back to Japan was quite
humanistic. However, due to several factors after the war, the return of Taiwanese soldiers
and civilians who resided in Hainan Island to their native land was unforesceable. Many
Taiwanese people suffered greatly, either lacking of provisions or falling ill, and eventually
died abroad. It was awfully depressing to see how anxious and eager their Taiwanese families

were.
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The historical documentation preciously enshrined in Kaohsiung Museum of History had
witnessed the non-humanistic life ol discrimination, enslavedness, constraint and oppression
that Taiwanese people sulfered 60 to 70 years ago from Japanese Empire during the Pacific
War, In addition, the historical documentation made Tairwanese descendants understand the
exulting sentiment when Taiwanese people were blissfully rejoicing on Taiwan's Recovery
from Japan and at the same time the feeling that they were disappointed at the National
Government. "Remember the past and it will guide your future”. The history ol Japanese
ruling Taiwan is full of blood and tears and is unbearable to recall. Talwanese descendants
should not mislay it lightly.

The historical documentation and materials of this book cover from 1936 to 1916, the
year ol Taiwan Recovery, This book contains "the erucial ten years” ol the two alternate
political powers, Japanese colonial government and National Government, Based on the era
ol the historical documentation and the content of authoritative documentation, the contents
are arvanged and divided into six types, im‘lmiing |n'n]r:1§.‘,‘:|1|n|:| ol the wartime, military
mobilization, official proclamations, press information, postwar documentation (takeover,
inventories) as well as maps and others, The Raohsiung Museum ol History cordially invited
Professor Ruo-wen Li to edit the above collected historical documentation and materials.
Professor Li's insightful knowledge in history as well as his solid and detailed annotation have
truthfully presented the bitter and helpless life of Taiwanese people in the wartime
environment in front of the world, and reconstructed the historical scene of Taiwan before

and after the Recovery.
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In 1937 (Shiaowa Year 12}, as "Lugouqgiao Incident” triggered the second Sino-Japanese
War between China and Japan, Japanese started to be suspicious o the "loyalty™ of
Taiwanese people who were also Han nationality. Although Taiwan Governor General Office
had implemented the Assimilation policy, "The Principle of Inland Extension”, in 1920
{(Taisho Year 9 and even exccuted "The Instruction of Taiwanese Education”, as the Sino-
Japanese War had comprehensively started Japanese government did not veally relieved their
misgivings at Taiwanese people. The main reason was that since "Manchurian Incident” had
broken out, some outstanding members of the original "Taiwan People's Party™ issued serial
reports regarding the movements of resistance against Japan in China in "New Taiwanese
People's Newspaper” to express Taiwanese people's serious and principled position to oppose
Japan's invasion to China,

In order to ['|'|E~n'lll\'1-ll\,' conduoct wartime p]‘up:l_t_‘,‘mu|:t and to control Taiwanese [:1-[1]:1[-'.\-
thought, Taiwan Governor General Office specially aimed at "Mancharian Incident” and
"Lugouqiao Incident” to implement propaganda. For imstance, the remembrance posteard of
"Manchurian Incident” was made for the purpose of emphasizing that the war Japan launched
in Northeast China was "the Holy War™ for maintaining the peace in Asia. As "Lugouqiao

incident” occurred in 1937

‘Shiaowa Year 12), the propagandistic document of "The Truth of
the Incident of July 7 and The Standpoint of Taiwan was issued and distributed to
elementary and middle school students, youth leagues and militias to instroct Taiwanese
people not to be influenced by any rumors or slanders and should continue persevering their
national standpoint of "having faith in the authority, pursuing their profession and not

e " ret . " :
committing rash act".  Additionally, Japanese government issued "Remembrance Badge of
The China Incident” to flaunt Japanese forces' war-fighting capability and the sitnation on the

battlefield.

For the purpose of exaggerating the Holy War that Japanese forces launched in China
and instilling to Taiwanese people the image of Japan's powerlul armament and unavoidable
royval troops, Japan distributed the textbook, The Splendour of Japanese Flag among
clementary and middle schools students in accordance with "General Mobilization on
National Characteristics” to conduct ideological education control. Morcover, there were
propagandistic documents and letters emphasizing Japanese Navy's exuberant military
discipline, such as Scenery Posteard of Warship Naka, Great Navy Mancuvers: The Glory of
The Night and "Japanese Warship Posteards of World War T1", and so on.

On December 7, 1911 [:Hhinm\ a Year 16), Japan .\.ln‘]n'isin;;'il\' attacked the American naval
base at Pearl Harbor and begot the Pacific War, In order to propagandize Japan's powerful
armament and unbeatable H11‘v|lg‘th as well as their combat success with their irvesistible foree
SWeeping across Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands to the Taiwanese ]::-[)p]v, Japanese
government printed several propaganda materials such as The Mighty Lincup of Our Navy,
The World Pictorial: The Tssue of Great Fast Asian War, The Spivit of "The Aviny, Military
Songbook, Newly Printed Postearvds off Navy Life, The Way to Reinforee The Avmy and so on.

In addition, from the mails communicating the battleficlds and frontline with the rear,
such as "military mails" and "military posteards”, we learn that correspondence at chat time
had to be strict im.[u-:-u-d h.\' 111i]i!:|!'_\' .\':':'ul'ill\' :it‘f];ll'lrrlt'nt. The substance of the mails that
were issued from the frontline had to emphasize how successful the war was and what the
combat victory the Royal Troops had, whereas the substance of the mails sent from the rear
should support and encourage the Royal Troops at the frontline. However, why did the rear
constantly write to the Royal Troops at the frontline? This was because at that time Taiwan
Governor General Office gave a strict order to implement the movement of "One Person One
Letter".  Besides to comfort the frontline soldiers' depressed mood, the purpose of the
movement was to blockade any information so that Japan could achieve the goal of
"Obscurantist Policy” and have the propagandistic effect of making people and soldiers'

families at the rear believe in the military.
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At that time, along with the expansion of the war, the Imperial Japanese Army had fallen
into a morass ol double bind on the Chinese battlefield. Moreover, because Japanese forces
violently seized the Pacilic Islands with their irvesistible foree two years ago, they suffered
counter-attack from the Army ol the United States and fell into the enemy hands one alter
another.  In order to solve the difficulty of  insufficient manpower, Japan had to draft
Taiwanese youths to join the declining war sitnation. Furthermore, facing the successive
sethacks in the war situation, Japan especially printed "Catechetical Textbook of Political
Situation For Tmperial Taiwanese People™ to comfort and control Taiwanese people and to
teach them to realize the curvent political sicuation and further to achieve the general goal of
"Refining Into Imperial Subjects”

Morcover, in order to implement the wartime system and arouse the national's
determination to fight bravely, Japan particalarly printed Military Songbool and handbools.
Regardless of women, schoolchildren or enlisted vouths, Taiwanese people had to gather in
carly morning, noon and specific assembly occasions and sing collectively and londly military
songs to enlogize "The Holy War in East Asia” that Japanese Empire lnunched,

After "Lugouqiao Incident” in 1937, Taiwan Governor General Office set up different
standards of savings for each prefecture, each district, each city, each street and each village
and forced Taiwanese people to "share out” a fixed ratio of savings. Moreover, in order to
achieve the goal ol fund mobilization in the entire Taiwan, and to contain the inflation
triggered by wartime economical control, the Taiwan Governor General Office printed

"Postcard of Saving for Public Tribute" to propagandized the virtue of savings and the goal.
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According to the second stipulation of the Constitution of Japanese FEmpire, "Japanese
people have the duty to perform their military service based on the law". However, in 1927

(Shiaowa Year 2) the Military Service Law stipulated that " only people who exercise
Houschold Registration Law are entitled to the stipulation of conseription inspection”. Thus,
Taiwanese and Rosracan people were not entitled to the Conseription Law and had no
obligation to perform military service,

After "Lugouqiao Incident”, Taiwanese people were conseripted at the fivst time to serve
as "military servants" in Shanghai and Southern China vegion. They did not go to serve as
any military services in combat troops, Their major duty was to serve as military laborers or
attendants, such as gratis agricultural team members, interpreters, battlefield postal clerks,
investigators ol military appointiments and so on. These services were extremely difficalt and
highly dangerous.  Taiwanese people were driven and compelled like coolies by Japanese
military and they were all alraid to undertake this kind ol serviees. Thus, there was a
deriding saying about a military hierarchical order, "military men, military dogs, military
horses, military dependants and military servants”. From the document Certificate of
Qualified Army Dispatching in Southern China (Southern China region of Mainland China),
we may realize that Japanese forces could mobilize Taiwanese people at any time to serve
different military jobs on the battlefield.

In June 1941 (Shiaowa Year 16), along with the expansion of’ the war, Japanese torces had
clearly shown their difficulty of insufficient manpower resources.  Japanese cabinet thus
initiated a plan to change the colonial military system in Taiwan, They trained Taiwanese
youths to become Japanese soldiers and made them join the war. Shortly after, in 1912
(Shinowa Year 17), Taiwan Governor General Office and Taiwan Military Headguarters made
an announcement that "Volunteer System™ wounld be implemented in Taiwan, Rorea (Shiaowa
Year 15 had implemented " Uhe Special Avmy Volunteer System™ in 1935, which was 1 years
ahcad of Taiwan.

Coordinating  the implementation of Taiwan Volunteer System, Taiwan  Governor
General Office even held the "gracious bestowment of benevolent policy” of the Emperor of
Japan to allow Taiwanese youths to apply for volunteer soldiers in the Army and the Navy.
They printed wartime propagandistic materials, such as Textbooks of Taiwanese Conscripts,
Direction of Special Army Volunteers, The Spirit of The Army and so on, to encourage

Taiwanese youths to join the recruitment of volunteer soldiers.

After "Special Army Volunteers" was announced to be implemented in Taiwan in 1941
(Shiaowa Year 16], initially the recruitment needed only 1,000 Army volunteers,
Unexpeetedly, there were 420 thousands Taiwanese youths attended the recruitment at the
end. We may follow the historical documents, Direction of Special Army Volunteers and
Serving Application form ol Special Army Volunteer, and learn the general idea of the entire
accasion.

Outwardly the recruitment of Special Army Volunteers was an exceptionally grand
oceasion, on the inside, however, Taiwan Governor General Office actually made policemen
and teachers to canvass and encourage people for the recruitment.

In 1942 (Shinowa Year 17, there were about 1,000 applicants in the recruitment qualified
{or SFJ('('i:ll Army Volunteers, 'I‘hl‘l\’ were enlisted in two sessions, The soldiers of the lirst
SeSSIOn were on active (|lll)-' in the ;\!‘ln}-‘, whercas the soldiers ol the second session were
supplements. These 1,000 volunteers had to receive 6-month training at "The Army
Volunteer Training School™. "Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects Taichung
Branch" also printed The Canon of Volunteer Training to encourage Taiwanese youths to
join the enlistment of’ volunteer soldiers. The above training was primarily on "Realizing the
Spirit of Japanese". Morcover, in 1943 (Shiaowa Year 18), more than 1,000 special volunteers
were enlisted, and in 1944 (Shiaowa Year 19), more than 2,200 Taiwan youths were enlisted,

Special Army Volunteers received a primary training of "Realization of Spirit of Japan".
Japan listed Hideki Tojyo's elucidative version of Battle Array Training as important spiritual
mstruction. Subsequently "The Study Association of Tmperial Subjects" re-annotated Battle
Array Traming and added Manuscript of Japanese Songs to it. The Elucidation of® Battle
Array Training was then published and taken as "The Instruction for the Nationals",  All
Japanese people had to follow this instraction and the purpose of the instruction was to guide
all Japanese people to pledge their loyalty to the Emperor of Japan like the Royal Troops at
the frontline,

In 1941 (Shiaowa Year 19, .

lapan's war situation in the Pacific Ocean had fallen into a
|)|'{‘(|it';1|1u'nt. In order to solve the problem of the msuflicient manpower, Japan iml}lvlm'mv:l
the system of "Navy Special Volunteers” which can be referred to the military propagandistic
material, Guidebook For Navy Volunteers, The implementation of the Navy Special Volunteer
system was similar to the system of the Army's, only the age restriction in the Navy was
between 16 years old and 25 years old {the age restriction of’ the Army volunteers was above
17 years old). The first-time applicants applying for Navy Special Volunteers in the
enlistment reached as high as 310 thousand people and 5,000 people were enlisted at the end

{1,000 people were enlisted in the first session and 2,000 people, the second session).
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The selection of Navy Special Volunteers was divided into two phases. In the first phase
a Certificate of’ Competency was issued after passing a selection test and before the formal
enrollment into the regiment. The document of Certificate of Competency ol Special Army
Volunteers was a qualification certificate to certify one being qualified at the first phase. After
receiving a "Notification ol Regimentation”, a secondary physical examination would be
carried out and the second phase ol reexamining process would be initiated, The qualified
personnel would receive a "Certificate of Admission™ and then would be able to register and
serve in the Navy.

Until July 1944 (Shiaowa Year 19), Japan had entered "the Native Land Decisive Stage”
and the manpower had been depleted. Along with the United States military's large scale
bombing on Japanese tervitory, "the Energy oft War Mobilization™ also had been mowed down
and in a predicament of being the verge of collapse. In September of the same vear, after
Japanese cabinet reached a resolution that any one who had his houschold registered in
Taiwan would have to perform the duty of military service, in January 1945 (Shiaowa Year 207,
Taiwan Governor General Office immediately prepared for date setup to implement medical
examination for the enlisted soldiers of the entire Taiwan and at the same time announced
"The Regulations of Refining Into Imperial Subjects” to implement the education and
training to the new recruits,

From these propagandistic documents for Taiwanese people, we learn that the substance
of all of the documents completely upheld the blueprint of Japanese Empire's "Greater Fast
Asia Co-prosperity Sphere” in order to achieve the goal of realizing the idea of "Fight Laces
Were From One Character” (everything comes from one sourcel.  Japan constantly
emphasized that Taiwanese youths becoming one of Japanese Royal Troops was "the Honor
OF All of People On The Island” and was helpful to "Refining Into Imperial Subjects”. This
made Taiwanese youths deeply believe inaomyth like "Realization ol Spirit of Japan Emperor”,

In 1945 (Shiaowa Year 20), it had become a foregone conclusion that Japan would be
defeated in the war, Japanese military headquarters stll wanted to make a desperate hight,
Thus, all of Taiwanese youths were compelled to enlist in the Army at the last moment of the
decisive stage. Tn order to achieve the goal of thought control, each enlisted Taiwanese youth
would hold a Military Handbook which included the Emperor's imperial edicts and decrees

such as the proclamation to declare the war with Britain and the United Srates,
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In 1950, the entire island of Taiwan went into the stage of the War General Mobilization
and all kinds of newly emerging industries were successively started their establishment.
The capital for the industry establishment mostly came [rom the assets supplied by Japanese
plutocrats and from the lunds provided from the island.  After the Pacilic War in 1941
(Shiaowa Year 16), the capital Trom Japan was not suflicient. Moreover, Japanese government
had to take the overall strategic arrangement into account. Thus, Japan gradually took on the
step onto the policy of "Self=suflicient Colony™ and velied more on the funds from the Island
of Tatwan.

In order to raise 1-rm|1g‘h :':lpil:l] in a short time, Taiwan Governor General Office
3 II;,;"JI'UI.IN]_\' and I't'.‘-illllli'll‘,' launched the []l]“t'l\' of "Finance Control”. In N'}t'('il‘l(' pl‘:u'ti('[', i
wits to compulsorily carry ont National Saving Movement and Wartime Government Bonds,

Taiwan Governor General Office used the strategies of threatening and bribing to foree
each Tatwanese honschold into meeting a fixed savings amount.  Furthermore, by taking
streets and villages as measurement units, the Governor General Office set up regional saving
combination, and with the help of savings police and administrative mobilization to achieve
the goal of deposit by compulsion.

Documents such as Bag of Savings for Public Tribute and Saving Plan were used as a
controlling and recording tool at that time by Taiwan Governor General Office to compel
each family unit on the Island of Taiwan to deposit their household savings. A document
such as Notification of National's Saving Combination in Mei-nong Township was a piece of
irrefutable evidence of the coercionary savings that the Governor General Office operated on
a wide range of combinations of regional streets and villages. Living under the system of
the wartime mobilization, the pressure from the incessantly emerging coercionary savings
that Talwanese people conlronted was a nightmare that they could not break away from.

The ultimate goal of this coercionary saving plan that Taiwan Governor General Office
conducted was to make the funds from Tatwan flow to some assigned uses. Frankly speaking,
all of the Tunds from the Tsland of Taiwan, besides the funds supplicd for industrialization
construction, were subscription of wartime government bonds dssued by the Governor
General Office. The purpose that Taiwan Governor General Office massively issued
IL’\'[}\!'VI“”!'II[ l]i]ll!lﬁ was to |'|'|iﬁ(' e “HI[JN o {'(Jlltilill 1,}“‘ N[']'i!FIIH III”:[II“]” [1l||"||||‘,_"' W :I|'Ei]'|li‘.

In order to contain the pressure ol the inflation, besides Hl]‘i:'l]‘\' pl';u'tit'illj.;‘ a wide range
ol economical policies through a strict "Ration Control" of goods and materials and
constraining the prices of goods and wages from rising, Taiwan Governor General Office
considered that the implementation of National Saving Movement was imperative.  For

imstance, the document Notification of’ the Decision of National Saving Goal was made to

obligate Taiwanese people to starve themselves from food to have coercionary savings.
Furthermore, Schedule of Blackout was also one ol the listed energy conservation projects.
In order to achieve the goal of coercionary savings, Taiwan Governor General Office
promulgated correlated regulations and established National Saving Combination and
Industry Combination through administrative organizations and financial institutions to
control the execution.

To coordinate the expansion of the war situation, Japanese government not only
positively mobilized on financial commodities, but also monitored the ideological education
more strictly. In 1940 {Shiaowa Year 15), Japanese cabinet was formed the second time by
Konoe Fumimaro. In October of that same year, "Imperial Rule Assistance Association” was
established.  The main purpose of organizing the association was to "be helpful to and
acquainted with each other in being thoroughly conscious of oneself” as an imperial subject,
taking the lead in doing everything as the whole nation's driving power, establishing a deeds-
accord-with-words and concordant relation with the government frequently, ensuring that the
decrees from the government could reach the citizenry and the condition/feelings of the
citizenry would be understood by the government, as well as working diligently on
establishing the national system of highly national defense™.

The goal of establishing "Imperial Rule Assistance Association” was to set up an
organization for advancing Japan's movement of General Mobilization.  However, in 1941
(Shiaowa Year 16), since different colonies had different conditions, Japan established
"National Mobilization Alliance” in North Rorea, "National Public Tribute Association” in
South Rarafuto (now Southern Sakhalin Island), "Public Tribute Alliance of Promoting Asian
Affairs” in Ranto Prefecture and "Public Tribute Association of” Imperial Subjects” in Taiwan.

Under the system of "Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects", a wide range of
peripheral organizations or secondary associations were also established, as indicated in the
document Youth League of Devoting Diligence and Serving The Country in Award To Youth
League In Kaohsiung Prefecture For Promoting Asian Affairs and Devoting Diligence was
attached to the system of "Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects".

Taiwan Governor General Kiyoshi Hasegawa also served as the first president of "Public
Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects". The entire organization had a vast scale of
comprising all levels of administrative organizations under the Governor General Office.
The General Affairs Officer Saitoh Ttsuki served concurrently in the Central Office. In terms
of the local organizations, Branches of Public Tribute Association of Imperial Subjects were
established i prefectures and districts, Branch Societies were initiated in cities and counties,

Chapters were organized in streets and villages, District and Tribe Associations were




arranged in tribes and districts, and Classes of Public Tribute Association of Imperial

Subjects were set in the most fundamental units. Bulletin Board of Public Tribute

Association of Imperial Subjects was a document that was used in the "Class of Public
Tribute Association of  Imperial Subjects™.  All of the proclamations, instructions or
governmental decrees were posted on the bulletin board to remind and request the populace

to observe and obey.

All levels of administrative officers of the Governor General Office also served as
commanding officers of all levels of organizations under the system ol "Public Tribute
Association of  Imperial Subjects”. In other words, the administrative system o the
Governor General Office exploited the huge organization of "Public Tribute Association of
Imperial Subjects” to supplement the insufficiency of the official administration operation,
Morcover, Taiwan Governor General Office also exploited all of the administrative resources
thvl\' controlled to !'Hlt'i'T‘I\l'l_\' promote all of the activities held |1_\' "Public Tribute Association
of Impvl'i:t] f"inhlit-rt.s", such as the document .\]:pninllnvrn of Commissioner of Public Tribute
Association of Tmperial Subjects,

The purpose of the establishment of "Public "T'ribute Association of Imperial Subjects™ in
Taiwan was to conduct spivitual transformation to make Taiwanese people thoroughly
"Japanized™ in their national recognization and to assist the Governor General Office to
advance economical commaodity control in promoting the wartime mobilization systen,
Learning from the document Motivation for Early Breakthrongh ol the General Saving Goal
issucd by Hsin-chu Prefecture Branch of "Public "T'ribute Association of Tmperial Subjects”
that the document emphasized that the annual general saving goal should be achieved as soon
as possible and the populaces were encouraged to rise spiritedly to achieve the goal.

In July 1942 (Shiaowa Year 17), "Public Tribute Association ol Tmperial Subjects”
r':-milill.\.tv[i its ::l'_t_;‘;lni/:lﬁtln I’.\' il](':nl‘f]::l'.‘itil[\g" all of the associations established |r_\' streets and
villages, such as carly youth leagues, youth leagues, educational associations, and so on, into
"Public Tribute Association ol [Inpvl'iill .";uhjv(‘l.u" the {}1'g‘;1|li!.;1tif:|1. In other words, all ol the
national associations and organizations of the entire Taiwan were controlled by "Public
Tribute Association ol Tmperial Subjects".

Since Japan had fallen into an arduous struggle in Asian War, they held even more strictly
in controlling Taiwanese people's mind and thought, for instance the vast mobilization system
of "Public Tribute Association of Tmperial Subjects™. Morcover, possible constraints on

ceconomical commodities incessantly emerged one after another. We may infer from a

document like Notification of The Submission of Military Use Hay that Taiwanese people

had helpless feelings at that time because of Taiwan Governor General Office's unrestrained

requirement and demand during the wartime control.
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In 1932 {Shiaowa Year 7) Japanese young faction military launched "The May 15th
Incident".  The Prime Minister Inukai Tsuyoshi was assassinated and the cabinet was
compelled to dismiss which ended the "Party Politics”" of the Taisho democratic era. The
Military Headquarters then became Japan's powerful domestic political group and the
Japanese warlords started to exercise control. This had impelled Japan toward a point of
"Militarism™ with no return.

After "Manchurian Incident” erupted, the US. was discontented with the military action
of Japan invasion of Northeast China since Japan's military seizure of Northeast China had
provoked the Open Door Policy of the US., the main diplomatic policy to China, and even
destroyed the vested rights and interests the US. had in China, - Subsequently the US.
Seeretary of State H. L. Stimson issued a declaration thar the US. did not acknowledge
Japan's aggressive act in Northeast China.

After Japanese Empire launched "Lugouqiao Incident”, Japanese forces had expanded
their aggression from North China to Central China as well as South China. This had
seriously affected the commercial profit of the U.S in the provinees of South China and
further threatened the vights and interests of the ULS.in Southeast Asia and the Philippines,

In order to obstruet Japanese forces” crazy military expansion in Mainland China and
assure the conmmercial profit of the US.in the Philippines and Southeast Asia region without
being harassed by the expansion of "Southward Advance™ ol Japanese military forees, the ULS.
threatened several times to abolish the "Treaty of Trading Between the US and Japan”, put
an embargo on strategic resources, such as steel, ivon and petroleum, to compel Japan to
submit, and was stern both in voice and action to request Japan to withdraw their troops from
Mainland China for China to uphold the regularities and peace as it had before "Manchurian
Incident",

In 1939 (Shiaowa Year 14), Germany launched offensive "Blitzlvieg" in Europe and
triggered the eruption of Second World War,  While the Furopean War turned more
ferocious, England and France were busy with their own battles in European theater and had
not been able to L‘(Jmpl'(‘h(‘nsi\'vly take care of their colonies in Southern Asian region, Japan
then had an opportunity to exploit their aggressive policy of "Southward Advanee”,

On June 14 1940 (Shiaowa Year 15], Germany seized Paris France. Since France had
swrrendered and withdrawn from the European War, Holland had already been seized by
Germany and England also had suffered extreme bombing and serious damage from German
armed forces, the French, British and Dutch colonies in Southeast Asian region, where
abounded with strategic resources, such as petrolenm, grain and rubber, had promptly become

the target of Japanese aggression of "Southward Advance'.

In April 1940 (Shiaowa Year 15), Japanese cabinet was formed the second time by Konoe
Fumimaro. The cabinet decided to accomplish the "Southward Advance” and seize Southeast
Asian region to gain strategic resources like petroleum as soon as possible in order to solve
the deadlock that more than one million Japanese soldiers were mired in the Chinese theater.
Subsequently the Japanese forces seized Vietnam and continued moving forward to Indo-
China Peninsula. This had seriously threatened the military disposition of the US. in the
Philippines.

From 1936 (Shiaowa Year 11) to 1941 (Shiaowa Year 16), the productivity of refine
petroleum in Japan and its governed colonies was only 400 thousand kilo-liters, which
accounted for 10% of national petroleum consumption. The other 90% had to rely on import
from overseas. During those years, the annual petroleum consumption in domestic Japan had
reached as high as 5 million and 370 thousand kilo-liters in which about 66% of the petroleum
was imported from the US. to Japan and 21% was from Indonesia.

Sinee 1937 (Shiaowa Year 12), the U.S. had gradually controlled the exports of petroleum,
steel and iron to Japan. Taking advantage of the severe tactical situation of the European
War, Japan aggressively expanded its military power toward Southeast Asian region. The
goal of the expansion was to seize strategic resources, such as petroleum. This action of
Japan had seriously destroyed the military equilibrium in Southern Asia. Finally on August 1,
1941 (Shiaowa Year 16), the US. inflicted a penalty of comprehensive "embargo” on strategic

resources like petrolenm upon Japan,

The petroleum scramble in Southeast Asia had become "an accelerator” of the Pacific War,

After being militaristic, Japan launched the Pacific War and blatantly made an enemy of the
U.S., the leader of the Allies. Indubitably, the problem of serious shortage of petroleum
forced Japanese Empire to accelerate the gear of drawing the sword on the prearranged war
track.

After Hideki Tojyo, the Japanese grade A war eriminal in postwar "International Military
Tribunal for the Far East (also called Tokyo Tribunal Judgment), formed his cabinet in
October 1941 (Shiaowa Year 16}, in the early morning ot December 7, Japan launched a sneak
attack on American Pacific Ocean base in Pearl Harbor. The next day, the United Srates
declared war against Japan.

Learning from the head-line news of Taiwan Daily News, Japan's Edicts o’ Declaration
of ' War to the United States and Great Britain, issued on December 9, 1941 (Shiaowa Year 16),
that the reason for Japan to launched the Pacific War was, unexpectedly, to assure the
stabilization in East Asia and to contribute to the world peace.  Impudently, Japan

complainingly stated that the reason to make enemies of the United States and Great Britain

)
m



was because economically and militarily Japan was threatened by the United States, Great
Britain and Kuomintang political power led by Chiang Kai-Shek, the Military Commission
Chairman of’ National Government. Unfortunately Japan had to act against its will to launch
the war against the United States and Great Britain. From this historical document, we may
grasp the Japanese Empire's military aggression and their wild ambition,

Before the end of the year 1942 (Shiaowa Year 17), with their irresistible military might,
Japan had invineibly swept across Southeast Asia and part of the Southern Pacitic Islands like
a knife splitting bamboo and adopted a strategy of surrounding Australia. Due to the vapid
expansion of the war and insufficient military supplies, soon Japanese forces had to adjust
their strategy from originally going on the offensive to be on the defensive, The United States
brought their wartime mobilization strength and invested huge goods and materials in the
battletield, From the year 1943 (Shiaowa Year 15), the US. adopted a counter-attack tactic of
"Island-Hopping" in the Pacific Ocean. Japan's mobilization capability had been gradually
depleted and successively retreated in defeat. Japan's declining war situation had already
shown.

On August 6 and August 9, 1915 (Shiaowa Year 20), two atomic bombs were respectively
dropped on Hivoshima and Nagasaki in Japan by American military airceralts and cansed
hundreds of thousands o people dead and injured. Thereupon Shinowa Fmperor ol Japan
had no alternative but broadeasted che announcement o their surrender on August 15 The
Sccond World War that cansed the heaviest casualties in human history was then ended.

The headline news of Tolkyo Shimbun on August 15, 1945 (Shiaowa Year 20} published
Tmperial Edict of Ending the War of Shiaowa Fimperor. Tt was mentioned in the ediet that
the reason that Japanese ended the war was _The bratal bombs (atomic bombs] frequently
killed the harmless.."How could T protect millions of trillions of innocent people to present
the appreciation to the spirit of the emperor ancestors". Tt was a fact that the Japanese
Empire had "surrendered” to the Allied forces. However, Shiaowa Emperor of Japan
impudently used the phrase "ending the war to replace the meaning of "surrender”. Because
of such rascalism, East Asian countries that had suffered from the aggression of Japanese
Empire in Second World War still could not wipe the resentment and discontent from their
mind even it has been more than half century ago.

On September 2, 1915 (Shiaowa Year 20}, Japan and the Allied forces held the surrender
signing ceremony aboard American "Missouri" battleship. Japan Tokyo Shimbun immediately
published Instrument of Surrender and Imperial Edict and the entire process of the

surrender ceremony on the front page of the newspaper.
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Under the Allied forces' counter-attack, the Japanese Empire could not fight against the
enemy after all. On August 15, 1945 (Shiaowa Year 20), Japan surrendered to commanded
General Macarthur, the Supreme Commander for the Allied powers led by the United States
and the Second World War ended.  The Japanese warlords who launched the war were
classified as war criminals and received judgment on April 29, 1945 (Shiaowa Year 20) from
"International Military Tribunal for the Far East" composed by representatives of 11
countries including China, the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and so on. From
the document Press Release of USIS (United States Information Services) (Japanese War
Criminals on Trail in Japan) we observe the ferocious faces of these 28 Japanese war criminals,

As the United States military bombed the two Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki
with the two atomic bombs, what kind of situation and factors Shiaowa Emperor of Japan had
had at that time so that he decided to issue the imperial edict to the world that he was willing
to accept the unconditional surrender the Allied powers requested? It was not easy for
outsiders to acquire any inside stories of the palace chambers. However, there were quite a
few hearsays which had become the spare time topic of Taiwanese people. In July 1946
(Minguo Year 35), "Taiwan Hsinsheng Newspaper Office” published Japanese Hisatsune
Sakomizu's work The Truth of Japan's Surrender.

Hisatsune Sakomizu was the son-in-law of’ the Navy Commodore Reisuke Okada, who
served as the Secretary of the Prime Minister Rantarou Suzuki before Japan's defeat. The
Truth of Japan's Surrender was the work of Sakomizu's observation when he served as the
Secretary working for the Prime Minister nearby, in which he disclosed how high-level
commanders carried out their desperate fight on the eve of the defeat and how contention and
entanglements happened between the Military Headquarters and the Cabinet.

Morecover, what was the reaction or response the United States made at that time when

Japan announced its surrender to the Allied forces and the Second World War ended?  The

American magazine News Week had once made correlative report regarding this issue. In
August 1946 (Minguo Year 35), this article of American News Week had been translated by
the Japanese Zheng-xiang Lin and published by "Taiwan Hsinsheng Newspaper Company”.
From Americans' point of’ view, this book examined the cause of how the Second World War
ended. It could be taken as a reference comparing with the book The Truth of Japan's

Surrender, which represented Japanese point of view,
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After Taiwan was recovered on October 25, 19435 (Minguo Year 34), Office of the Taiwan
Province Administrative Governor rapidly launched all kinds of postwar recovery projects.
Projects that had to be carried out immediately were like the operation of home-return
arrangement of Taiwanese youths who were unfortunately drafted into military service by
Taiwan Governor General Office and sent overseas for battles. Furthermore, about 400
thousand overseas Japanese and soldiers had to be repatriated to Japan. On November 14 and
24, 1945 (Minguo Year 34), Taiwan Hsinsheng News published news information about
postwar takeovers, postwar recovery and so on, so that we could grasp Taiwanese people's life
of the early stage of Taiwan's Recovery. For instance, Reassignment Inventories of Japanese
Military in Raohsiung Region and Inventories of ordinary equipment Submitted By Taiwan-
Japan Northern Taiwan Navy Air Wings Singao Detachment Team, were important takeover
documents received by Postwar Office of the Taiwan Province Administrative Governor.

Some Taiwanese youths were drafted into military service by Taiwan Governor General
Office to serve their duty in Hainan Island, China.  After the Second World War ended,
Japanese soldiers and civilians on the island were sent back to Japan by the Allied forces' erafts,
whereas Taiwanese soldiers and civilians were gathered up and guarded by National
Government.  However, it was the period that happened to be the eve of the Civil War
between the Nationalist Party and the Communist Party and the battle between the
Nationalist Party and the Communist Party in Hainan Island was in a flaming situation day by
day, the operation of sending Taiwanese youths back to Taiwan was then "driven slowly".
Due to the fact that home-return was not within the foreseeable future, many people suffered
greatly, either lacking of provisions or falling ill, and eventually died abroad.

The families of the Taiwanese youths in Taiwan had no choice but "self=help". They
gathered money to charter vessels for rescuing the Taiwanese youths in Hainan Island, We
can grasp the anxious mood of the families in Taiwan from the document Notification to the

Families of Taiwanese Japanese Soldiers in Hainan Island.
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From the substance of a map, one may learn the denotation of physical geography and
human geography coherently appears in specific space-time. From the sneak attack on Pearl
Harbor in December 1941 and before the setback in the Battle of Midway in June 1942, the
Japanese Royal Troops were invineibly sweeping across the Pacilic Islands with swift and
ficree attacks. TFor a short while, alimost halt” ol the great breadeh of the Pacilic Ocean had
fallen into the grasp of the Japanese Empire.

In June 1942, Japan's military superiority in Pacific Ocean had already achieved the peak.
The sphere of Japanese influence started from the border between China and the Soviet Union
including the lower halt of Sakhalin Island. Toward the cast, it embraced At Island of
Aleutian Islands, Going down to the sontheast, it crossed the west sea area ol Midway Island.
Moving straight down to the South Pacific Ocean, it covered Gilbert archipelago. Continuing
to the southwest passing Guadalcanal Island, it enveloped Solomon Islands, New Britain
[sland, the upper hall of New Guinea, Timor, Java and Sumatra, Toward the north, it crossed
Burma straight to the occupied Chinese Territories. One may refer to the collected document
Map ol Fortresses in Great Fast Asian for details,

Morcover, from the Map of The Greater Fast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, we can see that
in Japan's military occupied  territories, they owned the population of 450 million and
abundant natural resources, including 95% ol the world raw rubber, 90% of the world quinine
and 70% ol the world tin and rice. The abundant natural vesources indicated on the map were
the altimate goal of the "Sonthward Advance™ that Japan had incessantly sought to achieve,

In May 1942, the United States started to carry out a series ol counter-attachks in the
Pacilic theatre, FFrom May 5 to May s ol the same year, the \'it'tnl'l\' ol the Battle ol the Coral
Sca successtully stopped Japanese forces from taking the sea route to attack Port Moreshy
located at the southeast end of New Guinea and defined Japan's expansion limit in South
Pacific Ocean. From June 3 to June 6 of the same year, the Battle ol Midway Island between
the USand Japan had greatly weakened the power of Japanese Navy, The battle caused
Japanese Navy to have a turn "from powertful to weak" and was the decisive point of the
Pacific War.

In other words, the "ike a knife splitting bamboo” superiority of Japanese Royal Troops in
Pacific Ocean had only lasted for about 7 months. The substance of Map of War Sitnation in
Southwest Pacific Ocean indicated the defense region in the Pacific Ocean that Japan gave

every effort to consolidate after turning from powertul to weak.

Since Japan suffered serious frustration on the offensive of” Southward Advance in August
1942, at the beginning of 1943 as Japan plunged into "the defensive™ in South Pacific Ocean,
they gradually lost domination of the Pacific Islands. The Island-Hopping strategy ol the
United States was well executed and effective. Japan immediately confronted an issue of when
the American troops would attack Taiwan.  In July 1944, Japan then started to refine
Rantogun Army in Northeast China and send Ryulyu Division to garrison Taiwan in order to
militarily fortify Taiwan and prepared themselves for a bruising battle against the United
States troops as they landed on Taiwan.

The European theater was close to the end and the US accelerated the counter-attack in
Fasr Asian sea area. In .\pl‘i] 1945, as the United States troops .\.m‘:‘('ssl‘ll]l_\' counter-attacked
the |’hilip|)il|t'r\'. Japanese started to lose _g"t':sllml. Thus, the American mll]ilnl‘l\' airerafts took
oft” from the ]’l!ilip])in:-h and launched intensive bombardment to each m.‘]j::t' r'lll\' in Talwan.
The Hames of war relentlessly devastated the imnocent Taiwanese subjects. From the acrial
photo ol the American forces' bombing Kaohsiung City, it is clear to observe the miserable

condition Raohsiung City soltered from the intensive and disorderly bombing with "500
pounds™ cach.

I'rom the acrial photo ol the American forees' hombing Raohsiung Harbor, we learn that
the areas that the VS bombarded were mainly the vich and populous parts ol haohsiung City,
like Hamasen o South Gushan, Yencheng District, Raohsiung Harbor and Station as well as
important railroad facilities. According to the postwar preliminary statistics, S0% ol the main
imlnh‘!t'_\' facilities in }'i?lt!llﬁillllp" ('il_\' were 1|:-Ht|'::_\':-ti i the flames ol war within several
months before Taiwan Recovery, The condition of the disaster was heavy,

The total amount of Japanese forces in Taiwan at that time had reached more than 174
thousand and the stockpiles ol combat food provisions could last for two years.  From
Disposition Map of Japanese Navy Troops in Taiwan Area, Disposition Map of Japanese
Army Troops in Taiwan Area and Disposition Map of the General Situation of Japanese
Navy Troops Before Takeover we learn that in disregard of the subsistence and weltare of
Taiwan people, Japan barbarously developed their "fortification” project in Taiwan with no
hesitation in impelling Taiwan toward the upshot of "devastating” the entire island in order
to fight against the United States troops to death.

After Taiwan Recovery, with magnanimous mind, the National Government in Nanjing
carried out the task of repatriating the overseas Japanese and Korean in Taiwan area back to
their countries. From Disposition Hlustration of Japanese and Rorean Officers, Soldiers and

Aliens In Taiwan Area, we learn National Government's great virtue of humanity.
Al In’l \ | Nat 1C 's great virt i1 1y
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