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A study of the misuse of Chinese characters from different
types of assignment by Primary 5 and 6 pupils in Hong Kong

NG Wai Man
Maryknoll Fathers’ School (Primary Section)

Abstract

This study focuses on exploring the misuse of Chinese characters by Primary 5 and 6
pupils in Hong Kong schools. For this purpose, 250 different types of assignment were
collected from 39 schools, viz. 50 essays, 50 diaries and weekly journals, 50 book reports,
50 pictorial compositions and story writing from Chinese Language, and 50 press reviews
from General Studies. The errors in these texts were then analysed in terms of their
frequency. It was found that the highest frequency of errors occurred in press reviews and
the lowest in pictorial compositions and story writing. On the basis of the study’s major
findings, suggestions are made on the teaching and learning of Chinese characters in Hong
Kong primary schools.

Keywords

Chinese education in Hong Kong primary schools, misuse of Chinese characters, type of
assignments in primary school
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