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Using Internet Resources to Edit a
Polish-Chinese Dictionary:
An Example from Proper Nouns and
Nomenclatures

Ming-Shing Tsai Natalia Tsai

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to present the translation method ology
used for the proper nouns and nomenclatures found in the author’s work in
progress, namely the Polish-Chinese Dictionary, in which more than 6000
entries have thus far been included. The paper intends to illustrate ways in
which the Internet may be helpful in the process of editing such a dictionary.
Among questions considered in the article are: How many kinds of online
resources are there? How does one choose reliable information? and How
and when does one formulate and incorporate some additional explanations
for the Chinese translation? The advantages and disadvantages of using
Internet resources are detailed, and selected problems specific to the Chinese
language are discussed as well.

Polish is the official language of Poland and belongs to the Western
Slavonic branch of the Slavonic language family. It is not only used by
approximately 38 million speakers throughout Polandbut also by a significant
number of Polishemigrants and their descendants in many other countries all
over the world. It is estimated that the Polish language is spoken by over 50
million people, making it the twenty-fifth most widely used language in the
world.

In Taiwan and China there are speakers of Chinese learning Polish as
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a foreign language. Although there are some teaching materials available to
these learners, at present there is no contemporary Polish-Chinese dictionary
widely available. For this reason, one of the authors, Ming-Shing Tsali,
during his stay as a visiting researcher at Adam Mickiewicz University
(UAM) in Poznan in 2007, began to edit a Polish-Chinese dictionary.

The author plans to publish this Polish-Chinese Dictionary in the near
future. While working on the project, the author used Internet resources as
important references for the proper noun and nomenclature translations. The
category of proper nouns and nomenclatures is very extensive and includes
names of countries and cities; geographical designations; literary terms;
philosophical, historical, and sociological terms; along with nomenclatures
related to political science, mass media, economy, medical studies, military,
astronomy, and more. In order to finalize each proper translation, it seems
necessary to compare different online resources in several languages. The

methods of using these resources are discussed.

Keywords: Internet resources, dictionary editing, Polish-Chinese
dictionary, proper nouns and nomenclatures, Chinese

translation
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