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The Glory of Taiwan's Education in the Century

The documentary film records the development of education in the last one hundred
years and how education has contributed to the overall construction of the country. It
concludes a great number of precious and rare historical images and video clips, which will
refresh our memories of what school life was like in the past. This documentary covers four
episodes, separated by major education events. The four episodes are: the seeding of modern
education, adaptation and transformation, rooting and prevailing, and diversification and

excellence.

Episode 1: Seeding of Modern Education (1912 ~ 1945)

This part records that in 1912, the Republic of China and its Ministry of Education
were established; Dr. Tsai Yuan-Pei was the first Education Minister, who took charge of the
formulation of various education-related regulations. In 1922, the authority reformed the
educational system based on the US system, in which primary school takes 6 years, middle
school 3 years, and another 3 years for high school. The new system has never been changed
since then. The Republic of China publicized the Education Tenets in 1929, which are still
the overriding principles for all educational institutes now. In this period, Taiwan was under
Japanese colonization. Taiwan and China did not have consistent education systems until

Taiwan was recovered from Japan in 1945.

Episode 2: Adaptation and Transformation (1945 ~ 1968)

This episode describes that after the relocation of the ROC government to Taiwan,
education policies served for the need of suppressing communist rebellion. New regulations
were implemented to encourage nationalism, enhance productivity, and integrate military
education. With stabilized politics growing economy, and improved living conditions,
population increased in Taiwan. For practical needs, the public and private sectors expanded
education businesses, hoping education to be a driving force for social and economic progress.
The government was committed to education at different levels, to provide more education

opportunities. This laid a solid foundation for prosperity.



Episode 3: Rooting and Prevailing (1968 ~ 1994)

This episodes provides an introduction of how Taiwan went through incidents such as the
withdrawal from the United Nations, the creation of economic miracle, the end of the Martial
Laws. Democratization led to an overall transformation in Taiwan. Rapidly-changing world
trends have resulted in diversified cultures, democratized politics and liberalized economy. The
entire society has changed profoundly. In this timeframe, the authorities focused on universal
education and equal opportunities, as well as the improvement of education quality. Important
education policies introduced in this time include the extension of compulsory education to
9 years and the improvement of vocational education. Reaching a new milestone, education
allowed Taiwan to deepen its foundation as education at all levels presented exceptional
accomplishments by greatly improving the quality of Taiwan's human capital, turning Taiwan

into one of the four Asian Dragons with its economic miracle.

Episode 4: Diversification and Excellence (1994 ~ 2011)

This episode depicts that since 1994, Taiwan has implemented a series of educational
reforms, on education environments and systems. This created universal opportunities for
education, improved education quality at all levels, and realized the ideal of "premium
education". In freedom and democracy, Taiwan's education marches towards diversification
and excellence by putting emphasis on fairness, justice, multiple intelligence and individual
development. After the 1999 earthquake and Typhoon Morakot, the public and private sectors
have collaborated to rebuild Taiwan, showing the core values and strength of life education.
In the last century, education has improved its human capital, which is critical to Taiwan's

competitiveness. Taiwan will continue to innovate and shine in the international community.

Taiwan will embrace the glory of education development in the next one hundred years.
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