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Patrons’ Influence on Trends in Literary
Translation: A Study of the History of Chinese
Translations of Miura Ayako’s Works

Shih-Wen Liao

Miura Ayako’s works have been introduced to readers in Taiwan by various patrons,
beginning from 1966. What has led the media, publishers and translators to aggressively
introduce Miura Ayako’s literary writings to Taiwanese readers? That is, for what
purposes have they been translating Miura Ayako’s Works? Using the framework of
Lefevere’s theoretical concept of patronage as a control factor in translated literature
and the idea of translation as rewriting, this study explores these patrons’ manipulations
and their influence on the translating and publishing of this author’s works. More
specifically, the researcher conducted interviews with some of them and analyzed the
history of references to translations of Ayako’s works in Taiwan, to illuminate how
the patrons’ influence on trends in literary translation. Based on Lefevere’s theory, it
looks at the role of patronage and its influence on the development of the translation
practice. The findings of the study confirm that the patrons indeed play important roles
in translation activities. Miura Ayako’s author images are manipulated by influential
patrons with the trends in literary translation. Through the performance of such
patronizing translations, the author’s works are introduced to Taiwanese readers through
various marketing ways. The issue of the editorial methods of Bible in Taiwan that

reviled through the translations of Miura Ayako’s works is also a noteworthy fact.
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