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Abstract
By the time Germany hosted the Olympic Games in 1972, mascots, which had previously

only been applied to commercial use, were used in the Olympics for the first time ever. From
that point on, mascots became indispensable spokesmen for Olympic Games throughout the
years.Despite the fact that all of the mascots were animal-themed from 1972 to 1988, the 1980
Olympic mascot for Moscow, USSR was illustrated in a personified matter. It greeted the
international attention of the Olympic Games with an adorable smile, presenting an image that
was radically different from the fierce impression of polar bears in the past. In 1984, the mascot



for the Olympic Games in Los Angles won much praise through its Disney cartoon-like
depiction, and mascots made the sudden leap of becoming an important element of visual design
in Olympic advertising and product marketing.

Starting from the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, Spain, to the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games, Olympic mascots have mainly consisted of original characters which encompass the
traditional culture and background story of the host nation, with the exception of the animal
theme for the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. In addition, the mascots have
increased in number, to two, three, or even five mascots. Is this a deviation from the original
intention of using just one representative mascot? This is one of the themes that this study
touches on. As the 2012 Olympic Games are about to take place in London, U.K., let us look
forward to the Olympic mascot that the organizer is scheduled to reveal in 2010.
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