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A Critical Analysis of the Parent
Participation in the Decision-Making
of School Administration in Taiwan
Elementary Schools

Hsin Jen Chen*

Abstract

By means of literature analysis, this article critically studies the present
state of the parent participation in the decision-making of elementary
schools in Taiwan. One observes: first, parent participation in school
decision-making (parentocracy) is a consequence of the marketization
of education; and second, related laws and regulations have been revised
allowing the participation of parents in decision-making. However,
some questions are raised here: Can parents actually exert their power
and influence in the decision-making mechanisms? Can educational
practitioners adjust their attitudes towards parent participation in decision-
making? Can educational practitioners and parents build a mutual trust in
dialogues and negotiations during decision-making mechanisms? Most
of empirical research findings gave a rather negative answer. For this
reason, this article proposes a review of the policy of parent participation
in decision-making with an aim of building a good and collaborative
relationships between educational practitioners and parents.
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