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Vacant Space and Adaptive Reuse Strategies
in Taiwanese Elementary Schools

*
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Abstract

Birthrate decline results in less students and more vacant school space in elementary
schools in Taiwan. This article introduces the current status and the administrative
strategies adopted to deal with the problem. Data were collected among documents
and by interviews with local educational administrators. Major findings are (1) the
more vacant space, the more diversified strategies developed, (2) re-use strategies
are developed with the local demands as priority consideration, and (3) the lack of
consensus on the identification of “vacant space” hinders the effective reuse of the land.
The study suggests that both top-down and bottom-up strategies should collaborate in

the development of the most effective re-use strategies.
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