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For Whose Education? A Discussion on
Students as the Subjects of Education

Yen Hsin Chen’

Abstract

In recent years, many efforts are made for educational reform in Taiwan. The
government seems to be emphasizing the subjectivity of education rather than the
top-down model of educational management in the past. However, as students
should be the subject of education, we cannot but ask if students actually enjoy
their subjectivity? The author tries to discuss this topic from both theoretical
and practical dimensions through narrative inquiry. First, the author, through
a philosophical discussion on the misuse of 'positive liberty, asks if teachers
or parents impose too many personal values so as to limit children's rights to
exercise their freedom'. Secondly, the author discusses the 'poisonous pedagogy'
resulted from childhood's negative early experience, such as severe punishment
imposed with “for your own good” as excuses. Finally, the author tries to
discuss how to ensure students' autonomy in order to manifest their subjectivity
of education in the Chinese social-cultural contexts. The author suggests students
be helped to develop their critical thinking skills to perceive if their freedom is

deprived, and learn to work hard for their really own good.
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