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A Study of the Evaluation of and Advice for the Nine-Year Curriculum:

from the Angle of Teachers in Elementary and Middle Schools

Abstract

This study aims to research the elementary and middle school
teachers’ evaluation of the current nine-year curriculum through the
means of documentary analyses and focal group interviews.

On the part of documentary analyses, the researcher, based on the
documents, analyzes the background, origin of the implementation of the
nine-year curriculum. In this way, we can know the society’ s, especially
the teachers’ , evaluation of and comments on the current curriculum. And
then, we invite the education staff of the elementary and middle schools,
including principles, directors, section heads, and teachers of
different fields to engage in focal group interviews. The valuation is
made by the criterions such as administrative negotiation and
communication, teachers’ professionalism enhancement, curriculum
planning, package measurements, parents’ involvement, and students
learning. This will reach a good understanding of the evaluation of and
advice for the current curriculum via the view of these teachers. The focal
group intervewees all have over ten years of teaching experiences of both
the former and current curriculum.So, considering their experiences,
their comments deserve our references. Finally, four conclusions and
seven suggestions are advanced.

Conclusion:

1. The current curriculum is designed based on “the improvement



advice of elementary and middle schools’ curriculum” in

“reports on educational improvements.” The design tends to fit
today’ s Taiwanese democratic development. Despite good ideals,
the technical levels and related packages lead to many negative
criticisms for their defects.

2. For the teachers, their have both positive and negative
evaluations. This shows that their can not adapt themselves to
the current curriculum.

3. The positive evaluation is inclusive of curriculum ideals, power
sharing, and everyday life style of teaching materials.

4. The negative evaluation concentrates on the impracticality,
curriculum planning, teachers’ insufficiency of professionalism,
and redundant textbooks, and lack of package measurements.

(1)Generally speaking, the teaching materials are too shallow,
leading to the students’ lack of progress. Especially, due to

the decrease of practicing hours, the gap of curriculums between
junior highs and senior highs is enlarged.

(2) Since the implementation of the curriculum, the improper classes
distribution of the junior high schools teachers is worse than
that in 1993, and 1994 when the standard curriculums were
implemented.

(3) Although the textbooks of junior high schools are edited
according to fields, the teachers still use teachings based on
subjects.

(4) Currently, the nine-year curriculums are indeed inconsistent.

(5) The curriculums do not lighten students’ burden. Therefore,



their stress and frequencies of going to busiban are growing.

Suggestions:

1.

Field-centered curriculums need to replace subject-centered
curriculums. This will fit the needs of all students ranging from
first graders to sixth graders. And other graders still need
subject-centered teaching.

In subject-centered textbooks and teachings, we still need to arrange
complete units for field-centered teaching. In this way, students
can know the connection between different subjects.

The weight the textbook bags should be lightened by censoring the
textbooks and practice books. And the assignments should be reduced
via teachers’ everyday teaching.

We need to establish legal, systematic, professional and sustainable
curriculums and teaching counseling systems.

Each school needs to establish a committee to judge the fitness of
the exam sheets to ensure that the contents and implementation of exams
can fit students’ cognitive developments in body and mind.

The section capability index needs to be ad justed to grade capability
index. Accordingly, the textbooks will fit students needs, and
reduce redundancy and insufficiency of certain textbooks.

We need part-time teachers for specific fields to strengthen the

faculty.

Keywords: nine-year curriculum, positive evaluation, negative evaluation
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