Appendix 1

How to Learn Chinese
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LESSON 10
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL

The fifth day of the fifth moon of the lunar calendar
of the Chinese is observed as Dragon Boat Festival.
On this day the people eat rice dumplings, and go to
the rivers to see dragon boat races.

The orgin of the Dragon Boat Festival is a well-
known story in history. Over 2,900 years ago in the
Era of the Warring States, a famous scholar named
Chu Yuan lived in the state of Chu. He loved his
country very much, and -wanted to build it strong
enough so that it could cope with the powerful and
aggressive state of Chin. But King Huai of Chu, who
easily believed the words of his treacherous subjects,
brushed aside Chu Yuan’s plans for making the
country rich and strong. Chu Yuan was very
disappointed. Once the king of Chin asked the king
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of Chu to go to a meeting. Chu Yuan, knowing that
the king of Chin was up to some evil plans, tried to
stop King Huai from risking the trip. But the king
went, and was kept prisoner by Chin. The king
had to give Chin a lot of land, and finally died in
anger as a prisoner. After King Huai’s death, his eldest
son, now a king, did not trust wise, capable people.
The country became weaker and weaker. Chu Yuan
at this 1ime was so disappointed with the king of Chu
that he drowned himself in Mi-lo River of present
day Hunan Province. The day he killed himself was
the fifth day of the fifth moon. In memory of his
patriotic deeds, the people on the day each year
throw nice dumplings into the river as offerings, and
hold dragon boat races to symbolize an effort to
save him. The custom has been handed down through
the ages as an important festival.
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LESSON 11
Wi HSUN'S EDUCATIONAL WORK (1)

71 Hsun was a beggar in Shantung Province during
tic Ching dynasty. His father died early, and the
family was very poor, so he had to beg in order to
sugport his mother. But unfortunately his mother
dicd when he was seven. Then he lived alone, begging
in the day and weaving hemp cloth at night. Not
many years later he saved over 6,000 copper coins.
Cne day he went to see a rich man living not far away
trom his home. Knowing that a beggar had come to
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LESSON 12
WU HSUN'S EDUCATIONAL WORK (I}

< -3

Afier iepositing all the money he had, Wu Hsun
:’:sarf .2 bring to the rich man his earnings from
e:f"lﬂg hemp cloth. In ten years he saved 100,000
ph:]D?‘r coins. He then said: “Now I can realize my
g‘fuéented a .texr'xple and started a school for poor
ml’C:. He invited learned people to be teachers.

¢ met people who did not want to teach at
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see him, the rich man would not come out of the
house. So Wu Hsun knelt at the rich man’s doorway.
He remained there for six days and six nights. Finally
the rich man came out and asked: “Do you want
money?” Wu Hsun answered: “No, [ don’t want
money, but [ want to keep some money at your place
for interest. Will you do that for me?” The rich man
felt it was strange, but agreed to keep Wu Hsun’s
money since it was not a large sum anyway.
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his school, he knelt on the floor until they said “yes”.
Whenever there was any student who played truant
or any teacher who came to class late, he knelt down
and pleaded, often in tears. The teachers and pupils,
touched by his sincerity, worked very hard. The
results were exceilent. Countless people were
educated and trained in this way. But Wu Hsun
continued to lead a frugal life, and would not spend
even a cent without proper reasons. He established
more than 30 schools in this way.
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LESSON 24 YU KUNG'S ATTEMPT TO MOVE A MOUNTAIN (ONE-ACT PLAY)

Time: One day in an ancient time

Place: At the foot of Tai-hung Mountain

Characters: Yu Kung, Chih Sou, and Yu Kung's maay
children and grand-children

(As the curtain rises, Yu Kung and his children and grand-
children are seen digging at the mountain. Chih Sou enters.)
Chih Sou: What are you old man digging so hard for?
Yu Kung: This Tai-hung Mountain is blocking our way.
We have to go around the hill and take such a long walk
when we want to go somewhere or go home. [t’s too much
trouble, so we want to get rid of this mountaion.

Chih Sou: (Laughs) Ha, ha! You are a really funny old
man. The hill is so high, and you are so old. You can’t
dig much even if you use up ail your energy. So why
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bother? [ think you had better stop digging and getting
yourself too much trouble.

Yu Kung; No, you are wrong. | am old, yes, but my
children will still be here when [ die. There will be grand-
children and great-grand-children. There will be no end;
they will keep on coming. But the mountain will not
grow higher. So one day the mountain will be gone if we
keep on working.

Chih Sou: That's really something. I must say I respect
you for your determination. Wish you succeed one day!
Weil, good-bye! Good-bye, all of you! (Goes off)

Yu Kung: (To his children and grand-children) It’s get-
ting late now. Let's all go home and rest. We can come
back tomorrow for more work. (All go off).
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LESSON 25 BUST OF A CHINESE

On the lawn in front of the Sir Thomas S. Raffles Museum
in Singapore is a stone column with the bust of a Chinese
man on its top. The bust shows a high-spirited expression.
The eyes, full of dignity, show welcome to museum visitors.
The column bears inscribed words explaining the sig-
nificance of the bust. The gist of the inscription is as
follows;

“This bronze bust of a Chinese was presented to the city of
Singapore by British artist Mr. Sterding in 1939. The
indomitable will and hard-working spirit of the Chinese
people are known throughout the world. The growth of
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Singapore, Penang, Malacca and other places in Malaya
owes a great deal to the Chinese. The artist has cast this
bust in admiration of the splendid character of the
Chinese.”

We all know that the bust is there not just to comme-
morate a certain man. [t is there as a tribute to all the
Chinese people. The Chinese have done a great deal in the
development of Malaya. It is significant that Mr. Sterling
made the bust for the commemoration. We should pay our
heart-felt respects to this bronze bust, and further exalt
the indomitable, hard-working spirit of our ancestors.
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LESSON 26 PATRIOTISM OF OVERSEAS CHINESE

Coming far away from home, Across the wide oceans,
We e full of the spirit of adventure! We have the
Strength to struggle on!
Cutting our way through thoms, Turning wilderness into
farms, We have wisdom surpassed by none! We have
Muscles strongest of all!
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Standing in protection of peace, Fighting against the
aggressors, We are full of patriotic ardor! We have aspi-
rations nable and great!

Struggling to gain freedom, Endeavoring to save people,
We have confidence in victory! We have great hope for
success!



