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on thefr performance

on a test, leading

wounld eonsider stu-
dents with lncal di-

i
school commirees in ‘1 Woulld urge plomas tut probably
{ambridge, Fal- and wouldi't aceept stu-
mouth, and Hamp- w]}eges . dents with state-en-
tn offer diplomas to sce students who
emdents who do oot 10 koW our don't do well oo stan-
pass MCAS, k dardized tests and
Driscoll inslsts the m and as have exemplary high
commitiees do not the rlght achool records.”
have the legal author- . 1 Alan Prlee, a Cam-
ity to do that, but (UESTIONS, bridge School Com-

they have said they Davio P, Driscorr  mittee member whe
do. And as gradu- Maes. education  voled to give the su-
atlon epproaches, the commmissioner  perintendent author-
guestion of what lics ity to award Iocal di-
shead for students plomas, pralsed that
whnrdon't pass MCAS attitude. I thiak
bas become increasingly wrgent. they're smart to jndge the whole

Higher education officials have  qudent, and their whole portfolio
said the state’s public four-year  of work, and te {state] doesn't
universities will not admit A~ gake that away from them,* said
dents who haven't passed the  price whose district has 171-sen-
MCAS. The states public COMI-  jory who have not passed MCAS.
nity colleges plan to offer MCAS .y some poltege admissions
remedistion and other coUTses W0 gro0re | and several MCAS back-
students hased on their perfor- . a0 tp anlikely many of the
manee of placement tedts, gndents who persistently fail the

‘o hielp pay for tuition, Deiseoll 1049 ang are denied waivers of
15 also seeking epproval by federsl b oirarent wonld meet other
cducation officials 10 meke S0~ 445ieing erileria at most four
dents who fafled the MCAS but Bre yaar sChools,

awarded “state-endorser certifi-
cates” — a new credental that i
not & diploma — ligible for finan-
tdal aid for community college.

But sene private colleges in
Massachusetts — and some puhlic
uulversities in other states — hiave
guid they wonld treat & student
with a lucal diploma just like any
high schoal graduats. An admis-
siong officer at one eollege soid the

coliege doesn't vrequire SAT sores
for adrmission and would et con-
ider MCAS & reguirenient efther.
Others said they defer to local
communitics in deflming & dipld-
ma. And some said they hesitaieto
make any testing & unilateral hur-
dle to adrmissiot,

e know fiow to ook af stan-
dards and competitive test
wpres,” sald Sharon Bresman, di-
rectar of adm!issioms and enroll-
ment managemeant at Sodthern
Connecticut Statle, wideh acoupls
ahoul 100 to 160 Massachusetts
students & yoar, Bremnan said she

“Our suspicion is that & very
high percentaye of the students
who quallfy for admirrion are gu-
ing 1o have passed the MTAS,”
said Cilley of the University of
New Hamnpshire. “We're thinking
that for most of tha students that
end up putting in an application
hemre, thls wheie question is moot.”

Last wesk the local diploma
suffered e blow when the TS De-
partment of Education said it
would not consider awarding fi-
nancial ald to loeal-diploma stu-
dents, becanse “the state has sald
that the local diploma is illegal,
sa!d Stephanie Babyak, spokes-
womay for the US Department of
Edceation,

Without financizl ald, some ar-
gue, many students who fail
MAS would be uneble to attend
college, “Tt's really disappointing,”
said Christing Peraz, nodversity
testing reformn advocate at Fair-
Test. Peres says she koows of

ahout & dozen cofleges and univer-
sltles, most of them in New Eng-

land, that now require students to
have 8 diploma or an equivalency
certifieate, but sajd they would
congider students with local diplo-

T,

For new, Drisccll sesms condi-
dent that districts considering
awzrding local diplomas will
change thelr mindg onee more fio-
dents pass the MCAS, some re-
eelve walvers of the requirement,
and the benefits of a certificate be-
come known, If not, he says, hall
Tattle thet.

" *“We'l have to take action and 1t
might be the legal variety,” he gaid,
Peyser said the state could also
withhold funding or declare the
districts underperforming on the
basis that they violated state law
— an allegation Price of Cam-
bridge disputes.

Kene of this 1a lost on William
G. Erdckson, superintendent of the
Humpshire Regional School Dis-
tret, whose school chmmittes [ast
year becae the fitst to declde ta
award local diplomas. Five sendors
have ngt passed the MCAS.

“We are wondertng what the
ramifications arc, cither Gnancial-
by ar citing the district, and #o on,”
he gald recently. “We are left wor-

t:_fjngwhirt’sgoingto come of it.”

KJuii-‘tcm.u:.s Hurte can be reached at
mhrurte@elobs.aom,

o



